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This electronic bulletin is published by the
Camp Roberts Historical Museum for
informational purposes only. Use of any
information, written or photographic, is
prohibited without the written consent of
the Board of Directors of the Museum.
Any views expressed in this publication
are not meant to reflect those of the
Command, the National Guard Bureau, or
the US Army. Comments and requests for
information, etc., should be directed to:

THE CAMP ROBERTS HISTORICAL
MUSEUM

114 New Mexico Avenue
Camp Roberts, CA 93451-5000

E-mail: crmiltmus@tcsn.net
Phone: (805) 238-8288

The entrance to the Main Museum. Our
complete area constitutes the largest Army
museum complex in California. During
World War I, Camp Roberts was the largest
Army basic training installation in America.

MUSEUM NEWS

...from the Chairman

Gary McMaster, Chairman and Curator

The wonky weather of springtime is
already upon us. The California poppies
and daffodils are sprouting up all over (as
well as the weeds relentless weeks that
we constantly have to pull up around our
buildings)!

We're so glad that some of the Covid
requirements are loosening up and more
visitors are beginning to take the time
and effort to come and visit us! We've
had car clubs and travel groups come
and enjoy the museum lately, and look
forward to many more groups in the
coming months.

As | am sitting here and writing this,
Russia is invading Ukraine. | have been
messaging back and forth with a Russian
friend in Moscow, and also friends in
Romania, one of Ukraine’s neighbors.
They are all sincerely shocked and
saddened by the terrible war.

It is sad for many members of the
California National Guard as well, since
many of our soldiers have done cross-
training with the Ukraine Army Reserves.
Each state in our Union has a National
Guard, and each one has at least one
International partner. Ours are Ukraine
and Nigeria, so many of our troops have
participated in training events in Ukraine
and Nigeria, and those countries’ troops
have come to Camp Roberts for training
and symposiums as well. We at the
museum have met them as well, and we
have an exhibit on them in the Camp
Roberts Museum Annex. We can only
hope that the casualties are low, but we
know that the Ukrainians will fight
valiantly and relentlessly to defend their
homeland and that many will be forced to
give that ultimate sacrifice. We feel sad
for their spouses, their children, their
parents, and all of their relatives and
friends affected by this horrific invasion.

In this issue, you will find several
items that | hope will be of interest to you,
including mentions of the many groups
who have been interacting with the
museum. One article in particular was
contributed by one of our foundation
members, Richard Hubertus, whose dad
served in World War Il after training here
at Camp Roberts. He tells about his
introduction to the “Ruptured Duck.” |
well remember my own father proudly
wearing his “Ruptured Duck” pin on the
collar of his suit jacket when | was a wee
boy. It was a symbol of pride for those
who served in the war. | have my father’s
pin to this day.

A big thanks to Life Member Jim
Overman of Encino, who purchased us a
$400 rolling book cart for the used books
that we sell in our gift shop. This is the
third new cart that he’s bought for us.
Jim, a retired LTC, has been a big
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supporter of our mission in many ways
for a lot of years. Thanks as well to all
the people who have donated items to us
over the past three months.

We all hope that the spring season
brings many good things for you and your
family, including good health and an
abundance of happiness.

All good wishes!

Gury Alolsstor

Museum Curator and
Foundation Chairman

Photos of the
Quarter

We recently received these photos from
Marc Gruber of his grandfather Willibald
Gruber, who was going through his initial
training in the Field Artillery Replacement
Training Center at Camp Roberts during
World War 2. Marc tells us that his
grandfather later served with the 4th
Infantry Division in the 20 Field Artillery
Battalion’s Service Battery.

That’s a lot of pup tents for sure, but keep in
mind that Camp Roberts was the nation’s
largest Army basic training camp, training

anywhere between 40,000 and almost
48,000 trainees during World War 2.

A BIG SALUTE TO OUR
NEW MEMBERSE

We are always proud and happy to
introduce new members of the
Camp Roberts Historical Museum
Foundation in our newsletters.
Membership support is always needed
to help us preserve the long and
illustrious history of Camp Roberts!

ANNUAL MEMBERS
RICHARD HUBERTUS

Oshkosh, Wisconsin

SIMON HAMID

Morro Bay, California

Thanks to Richard for renewing his
annual membership and to Simon, our
newest member. It shows that they
really believe in our history mission!

Please see the membership application at

the end of this newsletter, which lists tiers

and prices of membership. We would love
to have you as a member of our team!

Consider becoming a Life Member and
joining with us in the important task of
preserving the history of one of America’s
most important and historic military
installations.

As our soldiers go through the museum,
docent Diane Applegate shows a book on
the WWII Hollywood Canteen to a female

soldier who is at the forefront of putting
together a small museum and research
library at the American Legion headquarters
in Hollywood.

WEINBERGER
VISIT

Arlin Weinberger visited the museum in
February. Ms. Weinberger is a longtime
supporter and member of the Camp Roberts
Historical Museum Chancellery.

On February 12, we were graced by
a visit from Arlin Weinberger, daughter of
the late Caspar Weinberger, Secretary of
Defense under President Reagan. Arlin
has been a member of our Chancellery
for several years, as was her later brother
Caspar Weinberger, Jr. She has a
background of corporate communi-
cations. For many years, she has been
very active with wilderness issues, and
with conservation organizations in Marin
County, including Friends of Mt. Tam, the
Tamalpais Conservation Club, the
California Alpine Club Foundation, the
Marin Conservation League, and China
Camp State Park.

Caspar Weinberger posed for some photos
to send home to his family during his basic
training at Camp Roberts, like most trainees
do.

Her father was one our early
trainees at Camp Roberts, in 1941. The
Weinberger family donated several items
of their father's to the museum several
years ago, including his World War |l
Army uniform, his medals from that war,



a Bible that he carried throughout the
war, and a bomber-type jacket that he
would often wear when visiting troops.
Those items are the core of an exhibit on
him in our main museum.

Future US Secretary of Defense Caspar
Weinberger as a WWII trainee at Camp
Roberts, in 1941. He went on to attend
Officer Candidate School after his basic
training and become a commissioned officer
during the war.

She donated some more interesting
items from her father’s time in the Army,
including some WWII V-Mail, telegrams,
and other items from his time stationed in
Australia, plus several photos of him
posing with his rifle during his basic
training here at Camp Roberts. Another
interesting items she donated was the
original typed Army permission for her
father to marry!

We are very grateful for the support
of Ms. Weinberger, who says that she
sees our museum as a great tribute to all
those who served in WWII and that she
hopes the younger generation will see
and appreciate it!

Mugeum
Chancellery

The Camp Roberts
Historical Museum
Foundation

Board of Chancellors

Lieutenant General
Herbert R. Temple, Jr.

Former Chief of the
National Guard Bureau

Major General
James D. Delk

Former Commander, 40" Infantry
Division (MECH), CA ARNG

Major General
Peter J. Gravett

Former Commander, 40t Infantry
Division (MECH), CA ARNG

Colonel
Douglas Baird

Former Commander,
Camp Roberts, Camp San Luis Obispo

Arlin Weinberger
Daughter of the late
Secretary of Defense

Captain
Dale Dye

Actor and highly-decorated
USMC Vietnam Veteran

FORMER CHANCELLORS
Brig. Gen. Glenn Muggleberg
Caspar Weinberger, Jr.

The Museum’s Board of Chancellors is
dedicated to the support of the Museum, to
the long and proud history of Camp
Roberts, and to the men and women who
have, do, and will, train here. We are proud
of their support and are privileged to have
them represent us in the world arena.

OUR HERO!

U.S. Army Corporal
Harold W. Roberts

"Time will not dim the glory

of their deeds.”
-- General John J. Pershing

In our last issue, we printed an excerpt
from our hero’s biography, researched
and written by our curator. It took our
curator a year and half, a great deal of
research from many sources, and even
traveling to Roberts’ gravesite in France
to put our young hero’s life together for
the very first time.  Following is a
continuation of Roberts’ story:

“The Roberts family lived in what is
known as Noe (pronounced NO-eh)
Valley, which has the highest
concentration of row houses in the city.
Then a working-class neighborhood, it is
generally considered as being bounded
by 21st Street to the north, 30t Street to
the south, Dolores Street to the east, and
Grand View Avenue to the west. Today,
it is more an upscale “yuppie” area, home
to many urban professionals and their
children. It was originally named for Jose
de Jesus Noe, the last alcalde (mayor)
under Spanish rule, when San Francisco
was still called Yerba Buena. The more
well-maintained classic Edwardian and
Victorian homes there, originally built row
upon row as efficient low-cost homes--
some more ornate than others--often sell
for two million dollars or more in the 21st
Century. In 1895, an extension of the
Castro Street cable car line had been
contributing for several years to the
increase in its population of tailors,
carpenters, bakers, longshoremen, and
those of countless other working class
trades. Hundreds of immigrants from



Ireland, Germany, Scandinavia, Russia
and ltaly, and their bourgeoning families,
called it home. In the 21st Century, it is
arguably a more sought-after address
than Pacific Heights. Scenes for the
movie “Sister Act” starring Whoopi
Goldberg and for the “Nash Bridges”
television series were filmed there. It
currently remains a very prosperous,
shopper-friendly neighborhood whose
bistros, coffee shops, and bookstores are
always lively, and where parking is
always at a premium.

James Lick Grammar School in 1890, just a
few years before Harold Roberts was
enrolled.

Harold soon started school at James
Lick Grammar School, most likely at age
five in 1901 or in the summer of 1902 at
age six (many years later, musician
Carlos Santana would be another famous
alumnus, graduating from the present-
day school, built at 1220 Noe Street in art
deco style in 1932). The original school
was located on the corner of 25t and
Noe Streets, in what is now the school’s
upper yard and parking lot. The school
was named for an eccentric and austere
millionaire, often called the “generous
miser,” whose bequest also funded the
Lick Observatory. There is little doubt
that Harold Roberts was a bright, and
quite likely well-behaved, child. He had
obviously inherited his father's strong
facial features, with the edges softened
by his mother's beauty. He was a
handsome and thoughtful boy, making
quick friends and playing well with the
other children. The family was doing
well. His mother Freda was active as a
member of the California Hive of the
Ladies of the Maccabees, a large
national women’s fraternal and mutual
benefit society. She was also active in
Manzanita Council No. 49 of the Degree
of Pocahontas, a women’s affiliate of The
Improved Order of Red Men, a national
fraternal order still in existence. It was a
happy, busy, and loving little family.
.... to be continued in our next issue
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We could not do what we do to make
the Museum better if it were not for
your financial support. In addition to
donations, the membership program
and proceeds from our gift shop, we
rely on major financial contributions.

CPL. ROBERTS
HONOR ROLL

Ron & Jackie Brooks
Tazio Bucciarelli

CORPORATE
SPONSORS

126" Medical Co (AA) Alumni
Loya Electric Construction, Inc.
Boatman’s Furniture Center
Jim Camarillo Insurance Svcs.
WWII Research & Preservation Soc.
California Historical Group
Mr. Jay Leno
Sculpterra Winery

LIFE PATRONS

Robert Tripp, BG (USA Ret.)
Lilliane Tripp (Mrs. Robert Tripp)
Douglas Baird, COL (USA Ret.)
Paul Krumhaus, COL (USA Ret.)
Charles E. Bourbeau, COL (USA Ret.)
John W. Busterud, COL (USA, Ret.)
LTC Tazio Bucciarelli, US Army
Ernest McPherson, CW4 (USA Ret.)
Jackie Collins, CSM (USA Ret.)
John Reese, CSM (USA Ret.)
Louis Juricich, SGM (USA Ret.)
SGM (CA) Dan Sebby
Lew Depedro, 1SG (USA Ret.)
Gary McMaster, SFC (USA Ret.)
William Dupree
Rossi & Scott Highland
Joan Hussey
LeRoy Mosinski
Mildred Muggelberg
Henry C. Settle, Jr.

Sergeants Major Association of
California
William, Howell & Kellan Thomas
John T. Griffith
Aaron Alman
Susan K. Reep
George A. Kelley
Paul A. Krumhaus
William J. Lubaway

22" ANNUAL BUzz
MARATHON SETS
CAMP ABUZZ

Eileen Rogers of San Miguel and
her volunteers put on the Buzz Marathon
at Camp Roberts for the 22" year on
Saturday, February 19t Adults and
children both get to participate, and they
come far and near to do so. The popular
event includes a 10K, a 5K and a Kids’ 1-
Mile. Our curator remembers back to the
earliest one when he used to check
Eileen in as Operations NCO. We are
happy to host Eileen and her team in the
Camp Roberts Museum Annex each
year, where they accomplish the initial
registration of participants on the Friday
prior to the marathon

Participants of all ages come from all over
to participate in the Buzz Marathon.

Buzz Marathon helps fund the athletic
programs at Lilian Larsen Elementary
School, including league and referee fees,
equipment, uniforms, entry fees for
community events and tournaments,
physicals, scholarships, and transportation.



MORE TILES GO UP
ON MUSEUM'S
TRIBUTE WALL

Early last month, our museum
volunteers Ray Jackson and Mark Hale
were hard at work installing the latest
round of tiles on the Tribute Wall in our
event area at the Main Museum.
Included in that round were an 8”x 8 tiles
for each of the Medal of Honor recipients
who trained here at Camp Roberts during
World War 2.

Mark Hale begins preperations to install the
special tiles for all of our Medal of Honor
recipients.

These special tiles were completely
funded by Mr. Hank Settle, son of

Regular Army Camp Roberts
Commander, Colonel Henry Settle. Hank
also had ordered tiles for his father,
mother and himself. In addition, we put
up tiles ordered by several other people
in honor of their families and friends or
their own military duty.

Tiles are going up on the Tribute Wall in
rows. There will be several rows of tiles on
each side of the Medal of Honor recipients.

We would recommend that you order
your own tiles soon, so that you, your
family, or others that you want to
memorialize can be sure to get a space
on the wall. You will find the order forms
available on the museum website, on the
museum Bugle Call newsletter, and at
the museum itself. We can also email
you one or send you one in the mail.
Just ask.

CAR CLUBS
CONVERGE ON CAMP

On Saturday, February 19, we had a visit
from members of the local Corvair Club,
who brought along three or four of their
vintage Corvairs. Do you happen to
remember when this Chevrolet economy
car first came out? They were produced
all through the 1960s. The Corvair, with
its rear-mounted air-cooled engine, was
dubbed a “compact” car. Our curator
remembers when he stopped on the way
home from high school one day in 1960

to look at the first model. There were
several in a new shipment that were on
display in a parking garage. The 1960
Corvair 569 and 769 series four-
door sedans were conceived as economy
cars offering few amenities to keep the
price competitive, with the 500 (standard
model) selling for under $2,000. To
compete, Ford its own compact economy
car throughout the 1960s, called the Ford
Falcon.

The owner of this one, not content with
keeping the vintage compact icon stock,
souped it up.

This sharp blue Corvair convertible sits in
front of the musuem annex in this photo.

The following weekend, we were visited
by a large grooup of “SLO Vettes.” These
folks are into Chevrolet Corvettes, and
roared into the camp in a parade of late
model “Vettes” to learn about the proud
history of Camp Roberts and the soldiers
who have trained here.

A formation of late model “Vettes” at the
Museum Annex.
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Some of the first Corvettes to roar up to
the main museum last month.

The 2-door, 2-passenger luxury
sports car manufactured has been
marketed by Chevrolet across more than
60 years of production and eight design
generations. From 1953 to 2019, it was
front-engined, and since 2020, it has
been mid-engined.

The Corvette has become widely
known as "America's Sports Car."
Automotive News wrote that after being
featured in the early 1960s television
show Route 66, "the Corvette became
synonymous with freedom and
adventure," ultimately becoming both "the
most successful concept car in history
and the most popular sports car in
history."

RECENT
DONATIONS

WE NEED YOU!

Our sincere thanks to the
following supporters for their
thoughtful donations:

DONALD A. ERICKSON

Nipomo, California

$250.00

Donald is a true believer in the museum’s
mission to instill in our young soldiers an
appreciation for those who went before
them, and to enlighten our civilian visitors
on their sacrifices.

PAUL A. KRUMHAUS

Annandale, Virginia

$250.00
Deepest appreciation to Mr. Krumhaus,
who has been a frequent donor and a solid
supporter of our museum foundation for a
long time now, and believes deeply in our
commitment to preserve and relate the
camp’s special history.

LARRY SANDERS

Unionville, Missouri

$100.00

Our sincere thanks to Larry, a frequent
donor, for his generous gift. He has a deep
loyalty to Camp Roberts as a former Range

and Operations Officer for the camp!

GEORGE A. KELLEY, JR.
S. Weymouth, Massachusetts

$100.00

Our sincere thanks to Mr. Kelley, a frequent
donor, for his generous gift. It is so
important to have loyal supporters like him
who have a love for camp and its history!

DIRK HALE

Paso Robles, Calfornia

$100.00

Our sincere thanks to Dirk, who serves as
our First Vice Chairman! He has been a

volunteer at the museum for twenty years
and is dedicated to our mission.

TOM IRWIN

Paso Robles, California

$75.00

Our sincere thanks to Tom and his wife.
Tom has been a loyal and important docent
at the museum for several years now, and a

frequent donor as well. It is deeply
appreciated that during these trying times
we have such valued members to help us
continue in our mission!

The Museum is an official non-profit
501(c)3 organization with the State of
California, so your donation is tax-
deductible. We are non-funded, and all-
volunteer run! Please include us in your
annual charity donations. Every cent we
get goes to further the Museum’s mission!
The Museum’s tax-exempt number is
20-8312452.

A MAJOR MILESTONE
FOR ONE OF OUR
DOCENTS

Congratulations to Retired First Sergeant
Tom Irwin, one of our very important
volunteers, upon his 80t birthday!

Volunteer Tom Irwin, then and now.

Tom began his Army career as a young
paratrooper serving over in France and
Germany. Later, he joined the California
Army National Guard and worked his way
all the way up to First Sergeant. He is
one of the Senior NCOs who have retired
at Camp Roberts and decided to
volunteer their time to help preserve and
relate the long history of the camp. You
can meet Tom at the main museum just
about every Thursday.
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FOUNDATION
BOARD
oF
DIRECTORS

Gary McMaster
Sergeant First Class (USA, Ret.)
Chairman and Curator
Bugle Call Writer, Editor &
Photographer

Dirk Hale

Sergeant First Class (USA, Ret.)
First Vice Chairman

Ray Jackson
Major (USA, Ret.)
Second Vice Chairman

Don Saverresig
Colonel (USA, Ret.)
Treasurer

Douglas Baird
Colonel (USA, Ret.)
Advisor

John Scully
Colonel (USA, Ret.)
Adpvisor

Warren Frankel, M.D.

Former Army Medical Officer
Adyvisor

Tom Neill

Command Sergeant Major
(USA, Ret.) Advisor

A GLIMPSE
BACK IN TIhn

When you drive around Camp Roberts,
the barracks buildings are undoubtedly
the most iconic thing you see, even
today.

Probably more than a million men
that traversed through Camp Robert
during WW Il and Korea, and nearly all
lived in the now famous "63 Man
Barracks.” Historians estimate that more
than 100,000 of these barracks were
constructed. Nationwide, the Army
estimates only 9,000 are left standing,
Camp Roberts having some 288 as of the
early 1990s. In the May 28, 1989 St.
Louis Post Dispatch, a fine article on
these barracks can be found. The paper
says that while the architectural concept
underlying the mobilization barracks can,
by stretching a point, be traced back to
the Civil War, the actual design emerged
during the inter bellum years of the
1920's and the 1930 's.

In those days military construction,
except for fortifications, was under the
jurisdiction of the Quartermaster Corps,
not the Corps of Engineers. It was a
veteran Quartermaster officer named
Charles D. Hartman who took charge of
the construction program in 1934.
Hartman's job was mainly to plan ahead,
but even in this he faced some
formidable obstacles. Ever since the
Armistice, the general staff had been
wedded to the notion that the solution to
the rapid construction problems of
mobilization was to stockpile prefab-
ricated parts to be assembled by
unskilled labor or by the soldiers
themselves.

It was a civilian, William Starrett,
a principal in the New York architectural
firm of Starrett & van Vleck, who threw
cold water on that idea. Starrett, who
had been an advisor on military
construction during the first World War,

warned that neither the capacity of the
nation's lumber mills to make the parts
nor that of the nation’s transportation
system to carry them could meet the
demands of total mobilization. To
attempt to assemble barracks with
unskilled labor would, Starrett said, result
in "disappointment if not disaster.”
Experience bears Starrett out. When
combat infantrymen, experts in the arts of
war but largely incompetent at simple
carpentry, were set to work assembling
Quonset huts in Korea, the result was
asymmetrical, unstable disasters that did
not even keep out the rain. It took the
"grunts" several tries to get the hang of
putting them up. Some prominent
elements in the military establishment
opposed planning for any construction.
In one of those departures from common
sense that marked an otherwise brilliant
career, General Douglas MacArthur told
Congress in 1930 that troops could be
quartered in buildings such as schools,
courthouses and city halls and even in
commandeered quarters in privately-
owned buildings.

Only slightly more realistic was the
Army's formally adopted mobilization
plan, which made no provisions for
quartering troops but envisioned them
bivouacked in tents at race tracks, sports
stadiums, fairgrounds, and whatever
other open space could be command-
eered, and then shipped off to the
theaters of operation for training. Flaky
as it may seem today, this was
essentially the way the influx of recruits
had been managed in every previous
war.

In World War [, they were housed
and ftrained only briefly in existing
installations in the United States before
being sent to complete their training in
rear areas in France. For many this was
the first time they handled a weapon.
This policy could not be done during WW
Il as mobilization really began as early as
1939 and there was no front to send
them to. It was Hartman who foresaw
that was the way it might be. More than
a year before the outbreak of hostilities in
Europe, with few funds, little office space,
and with the most tenuous authorization,
he assembled a team of 80 architects
and draftsmen. They took over an empty
warehouse at Fort Myers, Virginia, and
began drawing blueprints for barracks,
mess halls, officers’ quarters, chapels,
hospitals, headquarters, garages and all
the other types of buildings an Army
needs to shelter its personnel, stores and
equipment--a total of 300 distinct building



types. The plans were called the "700
series,” different from the "600 series"
used during WW |. The plan for the 63-
man  barracks, the design now
considered a classic, was coded "700
1165".

In later years there was a design
with higher ceilings to accommodate
double bunking and larger latrines, but a
very few of them were constructed. (Four
were built in Camp Roberts in the 3000
Area, which were not used a barracks,
but diverted to other wuses). On
September 8, 1939, a week before the
German invasion of Poland, President
Roosevelt ordered increases in the
regular Army and the National Guard.
They were modest increases, and the
Army had no trouble accommodating
them. But the following spring, General
George C. Marshall, Army Chief of Staff,
called Hartman into his office told him to
start planning to house two million troops.
Hartman, still without funds, continued
making plans. Even though he had no
money to pay for it, he was able to
persuade the plumbing manufacturers to
begin casting 2,000 miles of pipe over
and above what they normally produced.
He tried to coax the lumber mills to begin
building up their inventories, but since he
had no funds they refused.

In this photo, taken as the construction of

Camp Roberts neared completion, you can

see many of the camp’s identical barracks
buildings.

Even after the outbreak of
hostilities in Europe, the political climate
in the United States obligated Hartman to
proceed discreetly. Isolationist sentiment
led by such luminaries as Charles A.
Lindbergh and Robert R. McCormick,
publisher of the Chicago Tribune, was
rampant even among the military. The
political tide did change through the early
part of 1940, when Hitler's troops invaded
Denmark and Norway and forced the
capitulation of France. The following

September, Congress enacted the first
peacetime draft in the nation's history,
with a proviso that no man could be
inducted without housing for him. Facing
Hartman, now a Brigadier General, was
an almost impossible challenge: to
provide new housing for 400,000 recruits
by January 1, 1941, and another 400,000
by June.

The “63-man” barracks buildings of Camp
Roberts went up by the score in record
time. Many still stand, but have been

totally modernized.

Brutally functional as it appears,
the design of the 700-series barracks
was implemented politics. Congress had
made it clear that while regulars and
National Guardsmen could be expected
to tough it out in tents, this would not be
acceptable for draftees. When Wendell
Wilkie, the GOP contender in the 1940
presidential campaign, accused the
administration of being unprepared to
take care of the draftees, Roosevelt
countered, "l can give assurance to the
mothers and fathers of America that each
and every one of their boys in training will
be well housed.” After this statement the
700-series barracks were to be initiated.

Design of the new buildings had
the latrines inside, not in a separate
building as in World War One.
Additionally, the new designs had central
heating and not the "pot-bellied' stove
used in the old ones. The furnace was
designed for coal, which created a soot
problem. The barracks in Camp Roberts
were heated by butane and then
propane, which made it much cleaner
and cheaper. The heated air entered the
squad room by a single duct suspended
from the ceiling. The system drew its air
from the furnace room rather than the
outside because, as Hartman's group
noted, adequate fresh air would enter the
building from other openings. This was
certainly true: The 700 barracks were--as
anyone who occupied one prior to them
being remodeled in recent decades can
testify--drafty.

.... to be continued in our next issue

“A SOURCE OF
PRIDE FOR MY
DAD, THE 3
STOOGES, AND 16
MUILLION
OTHERS”

By Richard Hubertus

What do the Three Stooges have
to do with Camp Roberts Memories? Well
nothing I'm really aware of, but as an "old
fart" | occasionally will stop to watch an
episode or two if | come across them
while channel surfing and an episode that
| came upon a while ago made me do a
double take. It was only on the screen for
a moment or two but something caught
my eye and | looked into finding this
episode. The scene started with the
"Stooges" thumbing for a ride while in US
Army uniforms. Above the right breast
pocket was a patch that, to most of us
today, would not mean anything, but to
my father and all the other World War ||
veterans of this nation, would have been
a great source of pride.



As a youngster, | remember seeing this
patch as well as a pin in a small box he
kept on the top of his dresser. When |
asked him about them, he just casually
said they had to do with him being in the
Army. It wasn't until much later that |
found out the true meaning of these
devices and the important significance
they held for the almost 16 million men
and women who served in uniform during
WW 1.

The Honorable Service Lapel
Button was awarded to United States
military service members who were
discharged under honorable conditions
during World War 1. It was also awarded
in the form of an embroidered cloth
patch. The award is sometimes
colloquially called the Ruptured Duck
because of its awkward appearance.

World War |l veterans proudly wore the
“Ruptured Duck” pin on their lapel.

The award served several
purposes. It served as proof that the
wearer was an honorably discharged
veteran returning from duty. Unofficially, it
was also used as an identifier to railroad,
bus, and other transportation companies
who offered free or subsidized
transportation to returning veterans.
During World War I, members of the
armed forces were forbidden to possess
civilian clothing unless they were under
specific orders, or at liberty, to do so.
This not only made desertion more
difficult, but also ensured that any
captured service member would be
treated as a prisoner of war under the
rules of war. (Soldiers captured in combat
zones in possession of civilian clothing

were liable to be treated as spies and
summarily executed.)

Richard’s dad, Nick Hubertus.

In pre-war conditions, discharged
veterans typically donned civilian clothing
when returning home, but this was
logistically difficult during wartime and
immediate post-war America.
Approximately 16 million men and
women served in the uniformed services
during the crisis, most of whom were
scheduled to be discharged within a short
period of time during the general
demobilization at the end of the war.
Clothing was already in short supply due
to cloth rationing, and the immediate
clothing needs of millions of returning
veterans threatened to crash an already
overtaxed system. Federal law, however,
prevented civilians, even veterans, from
wearing military uniforms under most
circumstances.

The Honorable Service Lapel
Button and patch were created to allow
returning veterans to continue, legally, to
wear their military uniforms while, at the
same time, signifying that they had
ceased to be active duty personnel. The
discharge insignia, embroidered onto a
cloth lozenge and sewn on the right
breast of the tunic, allowed its wearer to
continue to wear his or her uniform for up
to thirty days subsequent to discharge.
Some veterans wore the pin on their
civilian lapels for many years after the
end of the war. It also appeared on a
postage stamp honoring veterans, and is
widely used as an unofficial symbol of
veterans' pride. "Honorable Service Lapel
Button". Army Heraldry. The Institute of
Heraldry.

As World War Il Veterans and their
contemporaries continue to pass away at
an ever increasing rate, those that know
about this little historical gem from WWII
are becoming few and far between!
Hopefully this gives you a little more
insight into our parents and grandparents
who were truly part of the "Greatest
Generation" coming from cities, towns,
villages and farms across this nation to
unselfishly serve in Uniform during those
dark days. If you are fortunate enough to
have access to a relatives WW Il uniform,
take a peak to see if it has that badge of
honor, "Ruptured Duck" , that proclaimed
with pride...| Served!”

This “Ruptured Duck” US postage stamp
was issued in May of 1946, “Honoring
those who have served.”

UERAING
SUPPORT

As the curator stated in his opening
comments, each state in this nation has a
National Guard, and each of those
National Guards has overseas training
partners. The partners of the California
National Guard have been Ukraine and
Nigeria for quite a few years now. In
view of that, our curator put together an
exhibit on each of the two partners a few



years ago, and members of the Ukraine
military reserves have Vvisited the
museum during their visits to Camp
Roberts, as well as their Nigerian
counterparts.

The museum has had an exhibit on the
Ukraine military reserves for several years.

During their visits from members of
the Ukraine military, they have donated
items for the exhibits as well. We are
proud that the California National Guard
has worked to improve the ability of the
Ukraine military to try to protect their
country and that the US Army has
donated weapons systems for the same
purpose. We at the museum definitely
are shocked and sickened by the ruthless
aggression of Russia against their
neighbor, turning lives upside down and
inflicting so much heartbreak as so many
people are forced to flee their homes to
avoid being killed. We offer our sincere
condolences to the loved ones of the
many innocent Ukrainians who have
been killed and injured in the war.

Curator McMaster with visiting Ukraine
soldiers in 2019.

A brigade-level staff exercise being held at
Yavorov Training Center in Ukraine with
members of the California National Guard
and the Ukraine Reserves.

If you would like to help Ukrainian victims
of the war, here are some possibilities...
CARE. The international humanitarian
group is providing food, water and other
items to families fleeing violence in
Ukraine.

Doctors Without Borders. Staffers with
the medical relief organization remain in
Ukraine and are "seeking ways to
respond to the medical and humanitarian
needs as the conflict evolves."
International Committee of the Red
Cross. The Swiss-based organization is
supporting the work of the Ukrainian Red

Cross in helping those impacted by the
war.

World Central Kitchen. Founded by
world-renowned chef José Andrés after
an earthquake devastated Haiti in 2010,
the group provides meals to people in
need around the globe. Andrés is
now feeding Ukrainian refugees at the
Polish border.

Parting Shots....

Once again, congratulations to our eldest
volunteer, retired First Sergeant Tom
Irwin, whose family organized a big 80t
birthday celebration at the Paso Robles
Masonic Lodge to coincide with the
presentation to him of an award for his 50
years of service with the Masons. Tom
was the Grand Master of the Lodge for
several years, and continues his good
work with that charitable organization!

Also, retired First Sergeant Jeffrey
Mansfield, who has been a volunteer with
us for several years now, is soon to be
moving to Arizona with his wife. Jeff has
spent most of his time with us hosting the
museum annex on Thursdays and
Saturdays, so we are looking to find a
replacement for him. If you, or someone
you know, has some time on his or her
hands please let us know if hosting at the
museum is something you would like to
do. We also need auto mechanics,
computer geeks, administrative clerks,
publicity representatives, and volunteers
in other fields of endeavor. Volunteer!

Yours for History,

The Musewnn’s
Al-Volunteer Staff

Comments and inquiries can be directed to
the Chairman / Curator / Editor at
bydandforever@msn.com
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https://www.care.org/
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/what-we-do/news-stories/news/msf-assesses-response-ukraine-conflict-escalates
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/europe-central-asia/ukraine
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/europe-central-asia/ukraine
https://wck.org/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/jose-andres-ukraine-refugees-poland/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/jose-andres-ukraine-refugees-poland/

Our Website is at: www.CampRobertsHistoricalMuseum.com

For anyone receiving this newsletter who is not currently a member of the Museum Foundation, we urge you to send
in a membership application now if you are interested in supporting the Museum, as membership fees may increase
in the future. Please print this page and send it in with your check for the appropriate amount. You can also join and
donate on our website, above.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I would like to become a member of the Camp Roberts Historical Museum Foundation and help to
preserve the legacy of Camp Roberts and the soldiers who have served there.

NOTE: Please complete this form, check the type of membership vou desire below, and send this completed
application, along with a check for the appropriate amount, to:

Camp Roberts Historical Museum, Building 114, New Mexico Avenue
Camp Roberts, CA 93451-5000

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: EMAIL:

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

Individual Membership ($15 per year)
Family Membership ($25 per year)
Annual Corporate Membership ** ($200 per year)

LITFE MEMBERSHIP

Individual Life Member ($100)
Group Life Membership *  ($200)
Individual or Group Life Patron * ($500)
Corporate Life Membership **  ($1,000)

Corporal Roberts Honor Roll ~ ($5,000 and above)

All members will receive a membership card and a subscription to the museum’s Bugle Call newsletter. Your email address
will NOT be shared with anyone else, but it will allow us to email you the Bugle Call in color and keep you informed. The
names of Life Patrons and Corporate Life Members are inscribed on a large plaque displayed prominently in the Camp Roberts
Museum. All Life Members receive a special certificate. All Life Patron, Corporate and Honor Roll Members receive a
special individual plaque as well as having their names inscribed on the large perpetual plaques in the Main Museum. * The
definition of “group” in this sense is a civic or business club, fraternal or military/veterans organization, or reenactment group.
** Any association or business, for-profit or non-profit, is eligible for this tier of membership.
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WHEN YOU MAKE OUT THIS TILE ORDER FORM, DISREGARD THE FIVE GREY BLOCKS AT

THE END OF EACH ROW. USE ONLY THE FIRST 15 BLOCKS IN EACH ROW!
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