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Well, we’re into another season—one of
Christmas trees, colored lights, presents,
family get-togethers, champagne, parties
and merriment. It’s also the season of
colds, dry cracked skin, DUIs, long post
office lines, and the tiring game of
“shopping cart bumper cars” in the retail
shops. We volunteers at the museum
wish you all a very safe and happy
holiday season. We hope that it brings
only the best of the season into your
lives, and especially we hope that you
keep in mind all of our men and women
in the military—especially those who are
far from home and family during this
special time of year.
Although we’re bulging at the seams here
at the museum, we’re constantly using
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every ounce of cleverness we have to
make space for new items, exhibits, and
displays.
Our Camp Roberts Museum Day took
place at the beautiful Sculpterra Winery
and Sculpture Garden in Paso Robles on
Saturday, September 23rd, and it was a
huge success. Going in, we didn’t know
what to expect, but with the generosity of
local businesses, participation of other
military-type organizations, and the
hospitality of Sculpterra, it turned out to
be more of a success than we ever
imagined. The Governor proclaimed it
“Camp Roberts Museum Day” in an
official proclamation, and the local public
came out in a show of support. But more
on this special event in an article in this
issue.
I’d like to express my sincere thanks to
my fellow volunteers for, again, keeping
the ship afloat while I went overseas--to
help with a medical mission in Romania
in July, enjoy a vacation in Boston and
Philadelphia in October to see the historic
sites of our nation’s birth, and then on my
third mission to India the following month.
Our hearts go out to Colonel Doug Baird
and his wife Diane. He is an advisor on
our board, and his son Douglas, Jr. was
recently killed in a vehicle accident. We
offer our sincere condolences to him and
his family as they grieve over their tragic
loss.
Dirk Hale, vice chairman, has joined me
in the search for more details concerning
the final days of Corporal Roberts, our
camp’s World War I namesake. He has
uncovered some interesting information
that will be added to this WWI hero’s
biography that I wrote several years ago.

E-mail: crmiltmus@tcsn.net
Phone/Fax: (805) 238-8288
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Our sincere thanks to Mark for joining
us in our mission to honor the legacy
of the Army’s largest basic training
installation.

We will provide details on that, later in
this issue. We are also in the midst of
planning a potential tour of the battlefield
where Cpl. Roberts lost his life for next
fall, as it would coincide with the 100 th
year anniversary of that tragic day when
he lost his life pushing his crewmate to
safety amidst intense fire.
In late September, Jeff Mansfield and I
came in to host a tour coach-load of folks
from Banning. Headed for a couple of
nights in Monterey, they all had a ball and
just could not praise the museum enough
(that seems to happen a lot). And while I
was in India, I was texted by Jeff, who
sent me this photo of Carl C. Rodriguez
of Lompoc, who had trained here at the
camp as an Infantryman in 1942, just a
year after the camp opened, served in
World War II, and came in with his son to
visit our museum. He’s 104 years old,
still quite active, and liked reminiscing
about his training here at the camp. (He
and others like him—especially the ones
who gave their lives—is a big part of why
we all volunteer here at the museum!).
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A BIG Salute to
our New Members!
We are proud and happy to introduce
new members of the Camp Roberts
Historical Museum Foundation in our
newsletters. Membership support is
always needed to help us preserve the
long and illustrious history of Camp
Roberts!
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SCOTT H. WHITTLE
A big thanks to Scott, who visited our
museum recently and was so
impressed that he wanted to become a
part of our important mission!

CSM JERRY MCDANIEL
(USA, Ret.)

of Atascadero, California
Thanks to Jerry for showing his
support for the history of this historic
camp by becoming a Life Member.

MSG GUY SWIFT
(USA, Ret.)

of Atascadero, California

Gary McMaster
Museum Curator and
Foundation Chairman

A big thanks to Joe, owner and
operator of Color Craft Printing in
Atascadero, who is our go-to printer.
He also printed all of our posters and
flyers for Camp Roberts Museum Day,
free of charge!
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KUNTZE
of Paso Robles, California

of Los Angeles, California
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Wishing you and yours a very Merry
Christmas, and a Happy Hanukkah and
Happy New Year as well!

JOE NUTILE
of Paso Robles, California

Welcome to MSG Swift, whom we are
proud to have join us in honoring the
history of Camp Roberts.

FRANK MECHAM
of Paso Robles, California
A membership gifted by his daughter.
Frank is a former San Luis Obispo
County Supervisor and a former
Mayor of Paso Robles.

MARK STEVENS
of Paso Robles, California

Welcome to Dr. Kuntze and his lovely
wife Jean for joining us. This local
urologist volunteers his time to help
needy people in other countries in
addition to his busy practice.
Memberships are a major source of
income for the Museum. Annual: $15,
Life: $100, Group Life: $200, Patron:
$500, Corporate $1,000, Honor Roll
$5K or more. Every cent of your dues
goes to support your Museum! A
special large perpetual plaque in the
front room of the Main Museum lists
all of our Museum Corporate
Sponsors.

“THE VOICE” at
90!
We would like to pay tribute to a fine
gentleman who recently turned 90!
When our friend Jim Overman of NBC
took on the project of producing a video
on the history of Camp Roberts, he and
our curator wrote a script and the curator
furnished him with what historical footage
he’d gotten from a visit to the National
Archives, plus still photos from our
museum photo archives. Jim got two
students at Northridge, where he has
taught for several years, to work on the
video as their senior project. The icing
on the cake would be to get someone to
do a professional narration of the video.
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Jim approached Perry Massey to see if
he would do it. Mr. Massey had also
worked for NBC, for 31 years in New
York and 10 years in Burbank. He was
the perfect person for the job. He had
done voiceovers for several years as
well, and had a voice, diction and
inflection that lent itself to narration. And
sure enough, he did an incredible job!
We feel really blessed that all these folks
donated their time and energy free of
charge to give life to this important
project.

way up the ladder to become Vice
President of Network Program Production
by the time he retired! In 1991, he
segued into a post-retirement job, joining
the Screen Actors Guild, getting an
agent, and doing a few years of
voiceover work. He worked for CBS for a
while, and then began helping young
students just entering broadcasting—and
narrating projects like the one he did for
us. Even at 90, he says that he still
enjoys doing readings and narrations,
and we are so thankful that he
generously accepted Jim’s invitation to
narrate our history. When you come to
the museum, be sure to watch this history
video in our theater room in the Main
Museum. Our sincere thanks to Perry
for lending us his considerable talent and
instilling life into our video on the history
of Camp Roberts with his wonderful
narration!

Stan Wolcott, an attorney, life member of
the museum, and former head of the
California Historical Group—one of the
large WWII reenactment groups that
used to enact battles at the camp—
donated an Army hospital bunk that holds
T-bars and a mosquito net. We swapped
the bed out for our Vietnam War-era
patient in the Museum Annex, and put on
the netting. It’s a nice additional touch to
this little exhibit, and we thank Stan for
his support!

One of these days we will have to get the
State Military Department to let us begin
producing copies of the video for our gift
shop so visitors can take a copy home
with them, as it would be a good moneymaker for our unfunded all-volunteer
museum. Until then, we continue to play
it in our theater room in the Main
Museum for our visitors.
Veteran broadcaster and television
network executive Perry Massey
Mr. Massey got his start in radio in the
late 1940s while in the service himself. In
1946, while stationed at Craig Field in
Selma, Alabama, he would go into town
and do announcing on the local radio
station. Later, with help from the GI Bill,
he took radio broadcasting courses at
Emerson College in Boston, and by 1948
had his own radio show on a local Boston
station. After graduation, he looked for
work as an announcer at stations near
my home in upstate New York. He soon
migrated to the Big Apple and got a job
as a Page Boy at NBC New York City
studios. He went on to become a stage
manager, an assistant director, and then
a producer during the 1950’s. For almost
20 years he was a producer of “The
Tonight Show” starring Jack Paar, and
later with Johnny Carson. His late wife,
Pam, appeared in live television
commercials with Hugh Downs on the
Jack Paar Tonight show, and traveled to
England and California with the show.
He ended up spending 41 years at NBC
(31 in NYC & 10 in Burbank), working his

WE’VE “NETTED”
SOME NEW ITEMS

A Labor of Love: This quilt was done as a
tribute to National Guard combat vets.

We added a donated mosquito net to our
Vietnam-era patient.

A local lady recently donated a lovely
quilt that she had made herself, which is
a tribute to all our National Guard
veterans who have had combat tours in
Iraq and Afghanistan—including her own
husband. The quilt has hand-written
notes and signatures from many of those
veterans. We have it folded under glass
to protect it, but this way we can unfold it
and display it for special events. What an
intricate labor of love this item is, and
such a testimony to the support of our
families and local citizenry for our troops
who risk their lives to protect our
freedoms! The item is on permanent
display in our large Afghanistan Exhibit,
housed in the Museum Annex.
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FIRST “MUSEUM
DAY” A BIG
SUCCESS!

Visitors begin arriving at Sculpterra
Winery and Sculpture Garden for
our first MUSEUM DAY.

We’d like to give special thanks to Joe
Nutile, owner and operator of Color Craft
Printing in Atascadero. Joe generously
printed a great many posters, flyers and
mailing cards to publicize the event. Dr.
Frankel and our curator went on KPRL,
the local radio station to talk about the
event a few days prior, and we thank the
radio station for their hospitality.

the Paso Robles American Legion, the
Fort Hunter Liggett Visitors Center, the
US Army recruiter, and the State Military
Reserve all set up booths. Members of
the Golden State Classic Car Club
brought several of their finest cars out for
display, local journalist Lon Allan brought
his vintage Navy jeep, and one of our Life
Members, a retired Lieutenant-Colonel,
was in the area with his wife and RV on
vacation and brought along his soupedup jeep. Local magician Harvey Hunt
even showed up to entertain the kids.

Dirk busy selling raffle tickets (above) and
COL Baird and his crew selling hot beef
sandwiches and beans.
Several military-oriented organizations set
up booths at the event.

On September 23rd, we staged our very
first big fundraising event—a first annual
(we hope) Camp Roberts Museum Day—
with the generous cooperation of Board
Advisor Dr. Warren Frankel, owner of one
of the Central Coast’s premiere unique
attractions, Sculpterra Winery and
Sculpture Garden.
A lot of work went into the event, and it
owed a lot of its success to the help and
support of local businesses in Paso
Robles and Atascadero who donated a
host of items for our silent auction and
huge raffle. We thank Su Casa, Senor
Sancho’s, Nino’s Grill, Toni Locicero, the
Adelaide Inn, San Marcos Creek Winery,
Lowe’s, Walmart, Siegel’s Jewelers, and
Joe’s Place for the silent auction items.
We thank Cider Creek Bakery, Senor
Sancho’s, Pasolivo Olive Oil, Earth
Tones, Park Cinema, El Pollo Loco, Big
Brand Tires, Katie’s Cupcakes, Cool
Hand Luke’s, Joebella Coffee Roasters,
Joe’s Place, Mr. Pickle’s, and FirestoneWalker for contributing items for the
raffle. We had great participation by our
visitors as Dirk and others sold raffle
tickets at one booth and Gary supervised
the silent auction beside the museum
booth. What a wonderful and generous
business community we have here!

Colonel Doug Baird, former camp
commander, is our resident cook, and he
put together a formidable team of family
and friends to set up and run a great
outdoor kitchen to sell hot sandwiches
and beans, while another former camp
commander, Colonel John Scully had
friends and museum volunteers assisting
him to sell cold drinks. Together, these
retired officers, who are both advisors on
our board, made sure that no visitors
went away hungry. Col. Baird actually
donated all of the food, and Col Scully
donated the drinks.

We took the Chinese anti-aircraft gun
from the museum, as well as our big
vintage Army cargo truck and 1941
weapons carrier truck. A lot of visitors
gave a donation to jump on the cargo
truck and be taken on a tour of the
vineyards.

Museum volunteers Tom Irwin and Don
Avery help visitors aboard our M35 cargo
truck for an enjoyable tour of Sculpterra’s
huge and scenic vineyards.
About a dozen cool rides were on display.
Local military-based organizations were
invited and set up booths as well. The
Atascadero VFW and American Legion,

Members of our board of directors
contributed money to hire the very
popoular local band, Monte Mills and the
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Lucky Horseshoe Band, who played
throughout the event, while happy visitors
danced in front of the stage.

command. Colonel Baird currently serves
as an advisor on our museum board of
directors. It was the first time most of us
ever had the chance to meet Col. Ramos,
and in his nineties he is just as spry and
sharp as ever. An amazing man, and to
have him attend our event all the way
from Hawaii was a real treat!

Dr. Frankel welcomed guests, and our
curator related the Story of Camp
Roberts to the large audience. Then Dan
Dow, who is San Luis Obispo County
District Attorney, a Major in the California
Army National Guard, Judge Advocate
General for Camp Roberts, and a Life
Member of the museum, gave a truly
wonderful, thoughtful and stirring keynote
address.

As always, our Chinese anti-aircraft gun
rides were popular.
Life Members Jim Overman and Jere
Hyde drove up from Los Angeles,
dressed in vintage Army uniforms, to man
field radio stations where visitors could
learn radio procedures while talking to
each other on various types of Army field
phones.
Dr. Frankel and his Sculpterra crew were
so accommodating. They got donations
for us for giving out copies of the
Constitution and Bill of Rights, and even
donated half of all the wine sales for the
day to the museum. That was really an
unexpected surprise that helped to make
the day an even bigger success.

Retired Lt. Col. Jim Overman mans one of
the field phone stations at the event. Jim
has donated two sets of field phones, the
wire, and even the signs to us for our
events, as well as many other items over
the years. He’s retired from a long career
at NBC as well.

Life Member and US Army veterans Jere
Hyde manned the other field phone station
at Museum Day, and between him and Jim
they got a lot of visitors to learn how to talk
on Army field phones.
Another big unexpected surprise was the
appearance of Colonel Luis Ramos, who
came all the way from his home in
Hawaii. Col. Ramos was the last active
Army commander of Camp Roberts. He
is the man who handed the camp over to
then-Colonel Glenn Muggleberg, the first
National Guard Commander of Camp
Roberts.

COL Luis Ramos (USA, Ret.)
Colonel Douglas Baird, then a Major in
charge of USPFO at Camp San Luis
Obispo, came up to oversee the
inventory of property for the change of

To be honest, none of us knew what to
expect, going in, so we were overjoyed
that all our hard work resulted in an event
that was so well-received by the general
public. All 200 sandwiches were sold as
well as all the drinks, and all our visitors
were beaming as they enjoyed the music,
food, fun, fresh air and sunshine. If the
good doctor allows us, we plan to follow
up with an even bigger Camp Roberts
Museum Day next year! There are other
organizations that would like to set up
booths, and more vintage vehicle owners
that can bring their cool rides.

Dr. Warren Frankel, Sculpterra owner and
big supporter of the military, with a WWII
US Navy veteran visitor.
In the meantime, Dr. Frankel is working
on a new attraction at his Winery on
Linne Road.
In addition to all the
dazzling and majestic sculptures throughout his gardens, he has artists doing
huge outdoor panels on the history of the
Paso Robles area, from the early
Spanish expeditions, the founding of the
city by Drury James (uncle of Jesse &
Frank) and the Blackburn Bros., through
the hot springs and almond history, W orld
War II and the Korean W ar. A half-dozen
6x8-foot panels will be dedicated to
Camp Roberts’ training during those
wars. They are being reproduced from
original photos from our museum
archives. Artisans are even giving a 3D
effect to the images, so when it’s done it
will be a truly magnificent tribute to this
area’s history!
Governor Brown officially proclaimed the
day as “Camp Roberts Museum Day” and
issued a special thank you to all of our
dedicated volunteers!
WE HOPE TO DO IT AGAIN IN 2018!
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Museum
Chancellery

MUSEUM
SPONSORS

Special
Donations

We could not do what we do to
constantly make the Museum better if
it were not for your financial support.
In addition to visitor donations, the
membership program and proceeds
from our gift shop, we rely on major
financial contributions.

The Camp Roberts
Historical Museum

Board of Chancellors
Lieutenant General

Herbert Temple
Former Chief of the
National Guard Bureau

Colonel

Douglas Baird
Former Commander
of Camp Roberts
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126th Medical Co (AA) Alumni
Loya Electric Construction, Inc.
Boatman’s Furniture Center
Jim Camarillo Insurance Svcs.
WWII Research & Preservation Soc.

Arlin Weinberger
Daughter of the late
Secretary of Defense

Captain

Dale Dye
Actor and highly-decorated USMC Vietnam
Veteran
The Museum’s Board of Chancellors is
dedicated to the support of the Museum, to
the long and proud history of Camp
Roberts, and to the men and women who
have, do and will train here. We are proud
of their support and to have them represent
us in the world arena.

KATHRYN F. ROGERS
Paso Robles, California
For a generous donation of

$200.00
This wonderful lady has run the
annual Buzz Marathon on Camp
Roberts for almost 20 years, and
donated to show her appreciation for
the museum’s help

PAUL J. BURTON

California Historical Group
Mr. Jay Leno
Sculpterra Winery

Atascadero, California
For a generous donation of
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JOHN R. ALEXANDER

Robert Tripp, BG (USA Ret.)
Lilliane Tripp (Mrs. Robert Tripp)
Douglas Baird, COL (USA Ret.)
Paul Krumhaus, COL (USA Ret.)
Charles E. Bourbeau, COL (USA Ret.)
John W. Busterud, COL (USA, Ret.)
LTC Tazio Bucciarelli, US Army
Ernest McPherson, CW4 (USA Ret.)
Jackie Collins, CSM (USA Ret.)
John Reese, CSM (USA Ret.)
Louis Juricich, SGM (USA Ret.)
Lew Depedro, 1SG (USA Ret.)
Gary McMaster, SFC (USA Ret.)
William Dupree
Rossi & Scott Highland
Joan Hussey
LeRoy Mosinski
Mildred Muggelberg
Henry C. Settle, Jr.
Sergeants Major Association of
California
William Thomas
Howell Thomas
Kellan Thomas
John T. Griffith
Aaron Alman

Atascadero, California
For a generous donation of

Caspar Weinberger, Jr.
Son of the late
Secretary of Defense

Our sincere thanks to the following
individuals, groups and businesses
for their significant donations:

$100.00

$100.00
LAURIE VALAO
Atascadero, California
For a generous donation of

$100.00
DANIEL DOW
Templeton, California
For a generous donation of

$100.00
CHARLES CUMMINGS
San Miguel, California
For a generous donation of

$100.00
WILLIAM J. LUBAWAY
Farmington, Michigan
For a generous donation of

$100.00
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PAUL A. KRUMHAUS
Annandale, Virginia
For a generous donation of

$100.00
The Museum is an official non-profit
501(c)(3) organization with the State of
California, so your donation is taxdeductible. You are urged to donate
now so that you’ll be able to claim it
on your taxes next year! The
Museum’s tax-exempt number is 208312452.

A “HISTORY
WEEK” hit

Joe Martinez (left) and Don Avery regale
local schoolchildren with stories of growing
up in San Miguel

battle tank (One of 300 built). The M103
is a huge, 63-ton tank with a 120mm
main gun. An M103 is now on display at
the Camp Roberts Museum Annex.
Don Avery had moved from Gilroy,
California in November of 1940, at the
age of three when his father, “Dutch”
Avery, came to work at Camp Roberts.
The elder Avery retired in 1971, when the
state of California National Guard Took
over the base. The Dutch Avery Family
lived in a ranch house at range control
from 1946 until the start of the Korean
War in 1950. When that war broke out,
the Avery family moved to San Miguel
and lived where the 10th Street Bridge is
located. San Miguel School, originally
located where the town’s community
swimming pool is now, was moved when
the new highway was built. Don says his
mother, Ann, drove a supply truck during
World War II. During the Korean War,
she Managed PX (Post Exchange store)
#1, which was next to Highway 101 and
just south of the camp’s Greyhound bus
station.

U.S. Army Corporal

Harold W. Roberts

Last month, Camp Roberts Museum
volunteer Don Avery, and USMC Korean
War veteran Joe Martinez, visited in one
of the classrooms they had attended way
back during World War II in nearby San
Miguel. The classrooms are now part of
Almond Acres Charter Academy, but in
their time it was San Miguel School.
They both related their early experiences
growing up in San Miguel, and their
relation to Camp Roberts, as part of the
school’s History Week. Joe Martinez was
born in San Miguel in 1932, and sold
newspapers at age nine at Camp Roberts
in 1941, when the camp first opened as
the US Army’s largest basic training
installation.
After graduating from San Miguel School
in 1946, Joe attended Paso Robles High
School. He graduated in 1950, the year
the Korean War broke out, and he joined
the Marine Corps.
Don says he
remembers standing in line at the Graybill
movie theater In San Miguel, and hearing
Joe tell his friend that he had just joined
Marine Corps. Joe retired from the
Marines in 1976, but while in, he became
a tank commander in an M103 main

"Time will not dim the glory
of their deeds."
--General John J. Pershing

As you may know, a few years ago our
chairman/curator spent about a year and
a half researching and documenting the
life of Corporal Harold Roberts into a
book titled “The Ultimate Sacrifice.”
Every penny from the sales of this
biograplhy go to the museum.

Now, our vice chairman, Dirk Hale, has
stepped in to do additional research on
Roberts’ life.
The new facts he’s
unearthed will be incorporated into the
next edition of Roberts’ biography, which
over the years has contritued significantly
to the museum’s upkeep. Some of the
information that Dirk has found during his
research follows:
Our young hero was most evidently
posted at Fort McKinley while in the
Philippines, following his initial training at
Fort McDowell on Angel Island,, and was
apparently assigned to Headquarters
Troop, Fifteenth Cavalry Regiment. After
he served nine or ten months in the
Philippines, his regiment was returned to
Camp Fremont in northern California.
Soon afterward, the regiment was
transferred to Camp Harry J. Jones at
Douglas, New Mexico where they joined
up with the First and Seventeenth
Cavalry Regiments, making up the 15th
Cavalry Division. In the spring of 1918,
Roberts’ unit was sent to Camp Merritt,
New Jersey, and then shipped out to
France from the Hoboken Port of
Embarkation, arriving in Bourdeaux on 6
April. On 11 May, his regiment was
relieved from assignment with the 15th
Cavalry Division. In the next couple of
months, the cavalry regiments were
“dismounted,” with the staff and soldiers
sent to fill units of the line. It was
apparently during this time that he either
volunteered, or was directed, to join the
new Tank Corps, reporting to the tank
school in Bourge in July.

A French Renault FT-17 tank like the one in
which Corporal Roberts lost his life at age
22, during the Argonne Offensive of WWI.
We’re real glad to see this newly-detailed
information on Roberts’ final months and
days being nailed down. Dirk has found
out more, and verified other details, and
is continuing his research as more things
come available through the Internet.
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Some members of our Board of Directors
may visit France next October, as it will
mark the 100th anniversary of Roberts’
heroic act of self-sacrifice.
If that
happens, they plan to follow the route his
tank unit took during the Argonne
Offensive, and visit his gravesite at the
Meuse-Argoone American Cemetery.

PICNIC AREA
REVAMP
CONTINUES AT
MAIN MUSEUM

hazard as well. We’re so glad to see all
that go, but they will still have to return to
dig up roots so that it doesn’t grow back.
This whole process is a long and involved
one, but we know that the final outcome
will result in a great picnic and barbecue
area that will facilitate events--not only for
the museum itself, but for the camp’s
employees and visiting military units.

Museum
Board
ooff

Directors

MEET OUR
VOLUNTEER STAFF –
PAST & PRESENT
Since we’re an all-volunteer organization,
those people who put their own time,
energy and money into running the
museum are the key ingredient in
sustaining the operation.. We’ve had a
lot of volunteers here over the years
since Al Davis first started it more than 30
years ago. The ones who have been
with us longest currently are our
Chairman/Curator Gary McMaster, Vice
Chairman Dirk Hale, and Dirk’s brother
Mark. In recent years, they have been
joined by the rest of our current staff-Don Avery, Ron Hysell, Tom Irwin, and
Jeff Mansfield.

Gary McMaster

Sergeant First Class (USA, Ret.)
Chairman and Curator

Dirk Hale

The bushes crowding the back fence are
finally an annoyance of the past
After a bit of a hiatus, work has kicked in
again on the complete renovation of the
picnic/event area in back of the Main
Museum. We’ve received four more
pallets of bricks that will be laid soon.
Right now, sections of sidewalk have to
be replaced, so the old warped portions
have been removed, and forms are laid
for the new cement pour. A cement
contractor has agreed to do this work
gratis, which is great news, and when it’s
done then the new order of bricks will go
down.

Sergeant First Class (USA, Ret.)
Vice-Chairman

Jan Grocott

Professional Accountant
Treasurer

Don Avery

Retired ASH Tradesman
Secretary

Douglas Baird
Colonel (USA, Ret.)
Advisor

John Scully

Dirk Hale as a private at Fort Ord
in 1973….and recently.

Colonel (USA, Ret.)
Advisor

Loren Weeks

Colonel (USA, Ret.)
Advisor

Warren Frankel, M.D.

Former US Army AAFES Medical Officer
Advisor

The contractor has installed the cement
forms for the replacement sidewalk
The camp’s department of public works
has removed all of the brush that was
growing all around the back fence and
constituting not only an eyesore and
pushing on the fence, but an potential fire

Tom Neill

Command Sergeant Major (USA, Ret.)
Advisor
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Half our team are Army retirees, and
some of the guys’ military time coincided
with one another. Gary and Jeff were
both drafted into the Army in the mid'60s. After basic training, Jeff was sent
over to Vietnam and Gary was sent up to
Yukon Command and the Arctic Test
Center. While they were each drafted
then served in two totally opposite
extremes in environment, they both
ended up spending a career with the
Army and retiring as Senior NCOs. Dirk
Hale and Tom Irwin also spent most of
their lives with the Army.

Gary McMaster as a PFC with Yukon
Command in 1966…..and recently.

1950s), Mark Hale, and Ron Hysell (an
Air Force Vietnam War veteran), make up
our small but dedicated team of
volunteers. We did a piece on Jeff in a
recent issue of the Bugle Call, and you
can currently see Tom in the top banner
of our museum Facebook.
While Gary makes all the exhibits, runs
the membership and donation program,
writes the quarterly journal and runs the
gift shop, Dirk is our computer and tech
guy, does historical research, and
handles the financial paperwork that goes
to our treasurer. Don is our hard-working
and multi-talented carpenter and painter
who also enters our vehicles in local
parades and helps with civic events; Ron
comes in to help work on vehicles and to
help Don; Mark helps with the heavy
work and works on a variety of tasks;
Tom hosts at the Main Museum and is
handy with other projects; and Jeff hosts
at the Annex and participates in parades
and civic events as well.
Together, they make all the magic at the
museum happen! Their hard work and
creative inspiration has brought the
museum from its small early days to new
heights where it is not only the official
military museum of California, but second
only to the museum at Joint Base LewisMcChord in Washington state as the
largest Army museum on the entire west
coast.
While we celebrate our progress, we also
pay tribute to major volunteers of the past
who passed the torch to the current ones.
Dedicated, wonderful folks who served
the museum until the end of their lives:
Founder Al Davis, Joan Hussey, Brian
Duke, Frenchy Amundson, Merv Dixon,
and Mo Mosinski. Plus those who could
no longer serve for various reasons, like
Rosemary Shultz, Bill Dupree, Tom
Taylor and others. We owe a vote of
thanks to them all, for they each
contributed to the overall success of this
great museum!

CLOSING NOTES…
During the last years of their careers,
McMaster ran the Camp Roberts
Operations shop (OPS), Hale ran the
Mobilization shop (MOB), and Irwin was a
supervisor at the camp’s Ammunition
Supply Point (ASP). These four retired
Senior NCOs, along with Don (who lived
on the camp as a child and later served
in a local National Guard unit in the

Recently, RTS-M--the resident mechanic
schoolhouse--moved an M103 tank from
one of the training areas to the Museum
Annex, for display. Don Avery is the one
who arranged it, as his childhood friend
Joe Martinez commanded a tank of this
model in the Marine Corps. Although the
tank had its track and some other pieces

cannibalized, it’s been painted and still
has the mammoth 102mm main gun
coming out of the turret, which is very
impressive!

RTS-M personnel moving the M103 tank to
the Museum Annex.
We finally found an original program from
the 1943 Camp Roberts Rodeo, that
featured Hollywood stars Gene Autry,
George “Gabby” Hayes, and “Wild Bill”
Elliott (famous as screen hero “Red
Ryder”). While the original resides in our
archives now, a copy is featured in the
exhibit on our World War II-era rodeos.
The current information on Camp Roberts
found on Wikipedia is very skimpy, so
members of the State Military Reserve
unit that regularly meets at the Museum
Annex volunteered to try to enter a lot
more historical information on the camp.
WE ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS ! We are always
In need of MORE volunteers to help us with
our many duties and projects. If you
would like to volunteer,, please contact us.

Yours for History,
T
Thhee M
Muusseeuum
m’’ss
A
Allll--V
Voolluunntteeeerr SSttaaffff

Comments and inquiries can be directed to
the Editor at bydandforever@msn.com

Give us a rating on YELP and
TRIPADVISOR! We’re listed under
things to do in the San Miguel and
Monterey areas.
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For anyone receiving this newsletter who is not currently a member of the Museum Foundation, we urge you to send
in a membership application now if you are interested in supporting the Museum, as membership fees are likely to
increase soon. Please print this page and send it in with your check for the appropriate amount.

CAMP ROBERTS HISTORICAL MUSEUM FOUNDATION

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
I would like to become a member of the Camp Roberts Historical Museum Foundation and help to
preserve the legacy of Camp Roberts and the soldiers who have served there.
NOTE: Please complete this form, check the type of membership you desire below, and send this completed
application, along with a check for the appropriate amount, to:
Camp Roberts Historical Museum
Building 114, New Mexico Avenue
Camp Roberts, CA 93451-5000
NAME:

___________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE/S:

__________________________________________ EMAIL: _________________________________

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
Individual Membership
Family Membership

($15 per year) ___________
($25 per year) ___________

Annual Corporate Membership ** ($200 per year)

___________

LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Individual Life Member

($100)

___________

Group Life Membership *

($200)

___________

Individual or Group Life Patron * ($500)
Corporate Life Membership **
Corporal Roberts Honor Roll

___________

($1,000) ___________
($5,000 and above) __________

All members will receive a membership card and a subscription to the museum’s Bugle Call newsletter. Your email address
will NOT be shared with anyone else, but it will allow us to email you the Bugle Call in color and keep you informed. The
names of Life Patrons and Corporate Life Members are inscribed on a large plaque displayed prominently in the Camp Roberts
Museum. All Life Members receive a special certificate. All Life Patron, Corporate and Honor Roll Members receive a
special individual plaque as well as having their names inscribed on the large perpetual plaques in the Main Museum. * The
definition of “group” in this sense is a civic or business club, fraternal or military/veterans organization, or reenactment group.
** Any association or business, for-profit or non-profit, is eligible for this tier of membership.
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