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This electronic bulletin is published by the
Camp Roberts Historical Museum for
informational purposes only. Use of any
information, written or photographic, is
prohibited without the written consent of
the Board of Directors of the Museum.
Any views expressed in this publication
are not meant to reflect those of the
Command, NGB or the US Army.
Comments and requests for information,
etc., should be directed to:
CAMP ROBERTS HISTORICAL MUSEUM
114 New Mexico Avenue
Camp Roberts, CA 93451-5000
(805) 238-8288 (During Open Hours)
Email: crmiltmus@tcsn.net

Summer

MUSEUM NEWS
…from the Director

All of us at the museum hope you’ve had
a nice springtime. The winds are still
gusting, and the thermometer shoots up
and down, but that’s pretty typical for
these parts this time of year. Pretty soon
the hot weather will roll in and sit down
on us permanently for a few months.

CAMP ROBERTS HISTORICAL MUSEUM
BLDG. 114
CAMP ROBERTS, CA 93451-5000
(805) 238-8288 (During Open Hours)
Email crmiltmus@tcsn.net

he Camp Roberts
The front of ourHMain
Museum.
isto
rical Our
complete complex constitutes the
Museu
largest Army Museum
inmCalifornia.
Quite appropriate, considering the
camp was originally the largest Army
basic training installation in the
BuildingUnited
114 States of America!
Camp Roberts, CA 93451-5000

We were just thinking—it’s been 36 years
now since Al Davis started the collections
that slowly grew into the largest Army
museum in California. It was officially
recognized as a “satellite” of the (nowdefunct but eventually to be resurrected)
California State Museum five years later.
We’ve come a long way since then, and
not at the expense of tax-payers either.
We continue to manage and improve our
museum with the help of an all-volunteer
force, augmented by an international
membership program, donations, and
proceeds from our little gift shop. Dirk
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and Mark Hale, and I, have been
volunteers at the museum since before
the founder passed on back in 2002, and
our newer team members, Don Avery,
Ron Hysell, Tom Irwin and Jeff Mansfield,
having been on board for various lengths
of time, are all a tremendous addition.
Tom Taylor was helping us for a couple
of years, but left to take the position of
President for Friends of the Adobes, and
Anne Kemp has been off for several
months now, recuperating from spinal
surgery. We sure hope she’ll eventually
be able to return.
This quarter, I consolidated and improved
an exhibit on an Army field hospital,
Vietnam period, and augmented it with an
Army nurse, set up a whole new exhibit
next to it of an Army field mess operation,
with a new cook mannequin, mess items
from our inventory, and additional items
donated by museum members Jim
Overman and Jere Hyde. More on those
later on. I also added a mannequin to
display one of our unique Vietnam-era
uniforms, one for a Vietnam Army
Ranger, which we thought especially
interesting for visitors. We have plans to
display some other unique uniforms from
our collections in shadow boxes in the
Museum Annex’s uniform dress-up area
before long.
We also are in the initial planning stages
of a brand new exhibit on the Unmanned
Aerial Vehicle program at the camp,
which has been ongoing for many years
now, and attracts major UAV events as
well as soldier trainees from major allied
nations.
We always set up a display at Sculpterra
Winery in Paso Robles on the 4th of July
as part of their huge Independence Day

E-mail: crmiltmus@tcsn.net
Phone/Fax: (805) 238-8288
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celebration that attracts hundreds of
guests for their free patriotic program, flyover, hot dogs, apple pie and ice
cream—all free. Sculpterra is one of our
Corporate Members, and its owner, Dr.
Frankel, is an Advisor on our Board.
Some members of the small State
Military Reserve group that meets at the
camp each month have come in to
volunteer extra time, and they’ve been
very helpful in itemizing the contents of
our storage Milvans and one of them
even helped host visitors.
On March 15th, we were pleased to host
a special group tour for members of the
California Retired Teachers Association.
There were about 30 members in the
group, and Vic's Restaurant on 13th
Street in Paso Robles came up to cater
lunch for them in the Museum Annex.
Fellow volunteer Jeff Mansfield and I
opened up the museum and hosted the
event. We were honored to host these
great teachers, as we are so appreciative
of their diligence and dedication to raise
and educate the youth of America to
become responsible and productive
citizens. By the way, if you have a civic
group for which you would like to
schedule a special tour, just pipe up and
let us know!
We recently expanded the military toy
inventory in our Museum Gift Shop.
We’ve also received a new shipment of
museum logo T-shirts. In addition, a new
design was created by our curator for our
ever-popular museum coffee mugs. The
gift shop continues to not only help
finance new exhibits, but also publicize
the museum, with its camp-related books
and museum logo items. Be sure and
stop by to see all the new items!
On March 15th, I was pleased to give a
talk on our Museum and the history of
Camp Roberts to about 60 members of
the 5 Cities RAM (Retired Active Men)
club at their luncheon, held in the Elks
Lodge of Oceano--about an hour's drive
south from Camp Roberts, just off US
Highway 1. The large club is composed
of retired guys--like most of us museum
volunteers.
Most of the RAMs are
military veterans as well, and they get
together
each
month
to
share
experiences, learn, do good deeds, and
have a good time of fellowship. It was a
great lunch, too. I often “perform for
food”, and always pick up the gauntlet to
travel and "get the word out" about the

camp’s amazing history and our great
museum. Also in March, I gave my talk
to the Paso Robles Kiwanis Club, which
was held at the Culinary Institute.
Coming up, I’m scheduled to give history
talks to the Atascadero Kiwanis and the
Cambria History Society.

Gary McMaster
Museum Curator and
Foundation Chairman

A
AN
NN
NU
UA
AL
LM
ME
EM
MB
BE
ER
RS
S
VOLNEY L. WILLETT
Coarsegold, California
Mr. Willett came back to us as an Annual
Member this quarter after a short lapse in
membership, and we are very happy to
welcome him back!

MICHAEL F. BROOKMAN
San Martin, California
Michael is a member of the California State
Military Reserve unit that meets at Camp
Roberts monthly, and he has recently filled
in as a host at the Museum Annex. So glad
to have you on board as a member, Mike!

A Big Salute to
our New Members!
We are proud and happy to introduce new
members of the Camp Roberts Historical
Museum Foundation in our newsletters.
Membership support is always needed to
help us preserve the long and illustrious
history of Camp Roberts!
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john w. busterud

Memberships are a major source of income
for the Museum. Annual: $15, Life: $100,
Group Life: $200, Patron: $500, Corporate
$1,000, Honor Roll $5K or more. Every cent
of your dues goes to support your
Museum! A special large perpetual plaque
in the front room of the Main Museum lists
all of our Museum Corporate Sponsors.
These levels of support are much needed,
and help greatly in our mission.

LOCAL “AG TOUR”
KICKS OFF AT THE
MUSEUM

Belvedere, California
We are privileged to have retired Army
Colonel Busterud as our newest Life
Patron, and to have his name on our
perpetual plaque in the front room of the
Main Museum. Thank you sir, for your
commitment and support!
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ROBERT FLANNERY
of Grand Rapids, Michigan
We are happy to welcome Robert as our
newest Life Member. He has joined our
team of “Lifers” who reside all over this
great land of ours!

LOREN WEEKS
Paso Robles, California
A big thanks to Board Advisor and retired
Colonel Weeks for his Life Membership!
He is currently working to improve the
Campo San Luis Obispo Officers Club.

TOM NEILL
Paso Robles, California
Tom is a retired former Command Sergeant
Major of Camp Roberts, and has agreed to
serve as an Advisor for our Board of
Directors.

Curator McMaster gives a history talk to the local
AG Tour following a welcome address by Camp
Commander Colonel Nicole Balliet (far right)

On the 3rd of May, the museum was
fortunate to be chosen as the first stop on
this year’s AG Tour, a local tour that has
been going on for several decades now.
Participants are bused around north San
Luis Obispo County to various sites that
play an important role in our agriculture
and/or economy. After their coffee and
donuts at the Museum Annex, which
included a welcome address by Camp
Commander Colonel Nicole Balliet, and a
history talk by me, Jeff and I gave them a
tour of all our newest exhibits in the
Annex before they re-boarded their five
coaches for a tour of the entire camp.
They were hosted at the CACTF urban
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training center and other locations, where
they learned more about the training that
our soldiers go through to be fit to fight!

can recall how welcome a hot breakfast
or dinner was, either during training
exercises at Camp Roberts and other
training camps, or in a theater or battle.
He wanted to incorporate items that they
could all remember, like the immersion
heaters, mermite cans, and other items.
We don’t have a field range (yet), but do
have a burner for one, so that became
part of the exhibit as well, and a Spec 5
(remember those?) mannequin was put
together, in his 1960s-1970s “pickle suit.”

The Ag Tour attracts five busloads of
participants annually for an exciting and
educational hosted tour around north SLO
County. Here, they start the morning with
coffee and donuts in front of the Museum
Annex prior to a private tour of the Annex
and other interesting camp facilities.

Museum
Chancellery

The Camp Roberts
Historical Museum

Board of Chancellors
This already-existing little exhibit on a
Vietnam-era field hospital was upgraded a
bit and consolidated to make room for the
field mess exhibit next to it.

Lieutenant General

Herbert Temple
Former Chief of the
National Guard Bureau

Colonel

NEW EXHIBITS
SPRING UP IN
OUR ANNEX

The curator also put up a new exhibit on
the Camp Roberts MATES on a wall in
the Museum Annex. MATES, as you may
know, stores and maintains hundreds of
vehicles and their weapons systems for
both annual and pre-deployment training.
They also repair vehicles stored there as
well as ones coming back from overseas
deployments.. MATES has been a great
asset to Camp Roberts for several
decades, and continues to help our
soldiers receive the best training
possible! Our curator copied several
select photos for the exhibit from the
photo albums kept in the MATES office.

Douglas Baird
Advisor to the Foundation Board
of Directors and Former National Guard
Commander of Camp Roberts

Caspar Weinberger, Jr.
Son of the late
Secretary of Defense

Arlin Weinberger
Daughter of the late
Secretary of Defense

Captain

Dale Dye
Actor and highly-decorated USMC Vietnam
Veteran
The Museum’s Board of Chancellors is
dedicated to the support of the Museum, to
the long and proud history of Camp
Roberts, and to the men and women who
have, do and will train here. We are proud
of their support and to have them represent
us in the world arena.

A new field mess exhibit includes an
immersion heater wash set-up, mermite
can, mess cook, utensils, photos, and other
items that will bring back memories to older
soldiers and veterans
While we have had an exhibit in the Main
Museum on the camp’s many mess halls
and field feeding during training, our
curator has always wanted to put
together a more extensive exhibit on
mess operations in the field. All soldiers

A vintage aerial photo of the Camp Roberts
MATES facilities
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MUSEUM
SPONSORS

Special
Donations

We could not do what we do to
constantly make the Museum better if
it were not for your financial support.
In addition to visitor donations, the
membership program and proceeds
from our gift shop, we rely on major
financial contributions.
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126th Medical Co (AA) Alumni
Loya Electric Construction, Inc.
Boatman’s Furniture Center
Jim Camarillo Insurance Svcs.
WWII Research & Preservation Soc.

H
HO
OS
ST
TIIN
NG
GT
TH
HE
E
L
LO
OC
CA
AL
LC
CH
HA
AM
MB
BE
ER
R
O
OF
FC
CO
OM
MM
ME
ER
RC
CE
E…
…
In March, we were pleased to host a
mixer for the San Miguel Chamber of
Commerce in the Museum Annex. Gary
and Dirk from our board hosted the
event. Appetizers and beverages were
provided by the Chamber members.

Our sincere thanks to the following
individuals, groups and businesses
for their significant donations:

JAMES OVERMAN
Encino, CA
For his generous donation of

$100.00
In Memory of CSM Dick Whitworth,
Recruiting Command, 63rd ARCOM. Jim
and fellow Life Member JERE HYDE are
also responsible for the donations of a
lister bag and a mermite can for our new
Field Mess Exhibit—so a SPECIAL THANKS
to both of them for those great items!

GARY MISKIE

California Historical Group
Mr. Jay Leno
Sculpterra Winery

Sandy, UT
For his generous donation of
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In Memory of CSM Dick Whitworth,
Recruiting Command, 63rd ARCOM

Robert Tripp, BG (USA Ret.)
Lilliane Tripp (Mrs. Robert Tripp)
Douglas Baird, COL (USA Ret.)
Paul Krumhaus, COL (USA Ret.)
Charles E. Bourbeau, COL (USA Ret.)
John W. Busterud, COL (USA, Ret.)
LTC Tazio Bucciarelli, US Army
Ernest McPherson, CW4 (USA Ret.)
Jackie Collins, CSM (USA Ret.)
John Reese, CSM (USA Ret.)
Louis Juricich, SGM (USA Ret.)
Lew Depedro, 1SG (USA Ret.)
Gary McMaster, SFC (USA Ret.)
William Dupree
Rossi & Scott Highland
Joan Hussey
LeRoy Mosinski
Mildred Muggelberg
Henry C. Settle, Jr.
Sergeants Major Association of
California
William Thomas
Howell Thomas
Kellan Thomas
John T. Griffith
Aaron Alman

PAUL A. KRUMHAUS

$100.00

Chamber members were given a talk on the
history of the camp before wandering
through the many exhibits and enjoying an
array of appetizers and beverages
Camp Commander, COL Nicole Balliet,
and former Paso Robles Mayor and SLO
County Supervisor Frank Mecham, were
both in attendance for the evening. COL
Balliet gave a welcome talk, and a history
lecture was given to visitors by Curator
McMaster, along with additional history
comments from Dirk Hale.

Annandale, VA
For his generous donation of

$100.00
We are so very thankful to Colonel
Krumhaus for his frequent donations in
support of the Museum and its many
ongoing projects!
The Museum is an official non-profit
501(c)(3) organization with the State of
California, so your donation is taxdeductible. You are urged to donate now
so that you’ll be able to claim it on your
taxes next year! The Museum’s tax-exempt
number is 20-8312452.
You can find a membership application
form at the end of this newsletter. Life
Members receive a special certificate in
addition to their membership card. Life
Patrons and Corporate Members all receive
an individual plaque in addition to having
their name engraved on a large perpetual
plaque in the main room of the Main
Museum and being listed in each issue of
the Bugle Call.

The Camp Commander Colonel Balliet, and
longtime museum board member Dirk Hale,
both talk to attendees
The San Miguel Chamber of Commerce
is doing a great job in enlisting the help of
local businesses for their projects to
benefit the town, like their park history
kiosk and beautiful sidewalk landscaping.
The construction of Camp Roberts made
San Miguel a boom town almost
overnight, so we have a long history with
our closest neighborhood. Camp Roberts’
soldier and civilian employees have often
volunteered on town projects and Lillian
Larson School student projects as well.
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THE “GO FUND
ME” APPEAL

fire department, and many private
companies also participated, manning
booths and setting up demonstrations.

observance. His gravesite is maintained
by the American Battle Monuments
Commission, who will soon send us a
program and photo, which will be posted
on our facebook and also should appear
in the next issue of the Bugle Call.

U.S. Army Corporal

After almost 100 years, French and
American soldiers and civilians alike
meet at the Meuse-Orgonne American
Cemetery in northern France for an event
on Memorial Day weekend, and on
Veterans Day as well. They honor the
many fallen American fighting men buried
there, who participated in the Argone
Offensive of World War I, and paid the
ultimate price of freedom and liberty!

Harold W. Roberts

We told you in our last issue about the
“Go Fund Me” page that we now have, in
order to raise money for the restoration of
our Korean War-era Half-track. Yes, this
is the vehicle restoration project that’s a
“long story,” but it’s an important one.
The lack of institutional knowledge and
expertise, as well as a lack of man hours
available (most of our volunteers are able
to spend only one day a week at the
museum, if that) have actually made it
necessary--if we are to complete this
project in our own lifetimes--to enlist
professional help on the project. Ron
Hysell and Dirk Hale have been working
on the project, off and on, and the engine
is operational. In addition, parts are
being removed and cataloged for
restoration. If enough funds can be
raised through the “Go Fund Me” site, as
well as that allotted from our general
fund, we will be able to enlist those with
the knowledge and experience to get the
major work done.

CAREER DAY
Volunteers Jeff, Don and Gary spent the
morning of June 2nd at Paso Robles’
Lewis Middle School. For the second
year in a row, they took our Chinese antiaircraft gun and passed out museum
brochures to kids and staff members.

Camp Roberts soldiers, PG&E, local law
enforcement agencies, the forest service,

"Time will not dim the glory
of their deeds."

--General John J. Pershing

Corporal Roberts was the only child in a
working class family that lived in San
Francisco. Born in 1895, his mother died
when he was a young boy, so his father,
who was a hard-working harness maker,
sent Harold to live with his maternal
grandmother.
Her house, where he
spent his pre-teen and teen years, living
with his grandmother and two uncles, still
survives at the corner of 25th and
Diamond Streets. Our exhibit on our
young hero recreates the parlor in that
home. His father died not long after
Corporal Roberts himself perished in the
Argonne Offensive of World War I, at age
22. Although our curator researched
Roberts’ life and wrote his biography, The
Ultimate Sacrifice, one mystery still
haunts us. His Medal of Honor surfaced
in a used car in Blythe, Arkansas in 1945,
then went missing again. There was a
news article at the time that stated that
the Medal was being sent to the War
Department for return to the next of kin,
but no government agency has yet
located any documentation on this. So
the second Medal of Honor ever issued
to a member of the US Army Tank Corps
remains missing! In someone’s illegal
collection perhaps? Or just lost forever?
Our curator ordered a large floral
arrangement from a florist in France to be
placed upon Corporal Roberts’ grave on
Memorial Day weekend for the annual

From the Blytheville Courier News, Blytheville,
Arkansas. 23 April 1945
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If you would like to help with this annual
tribute to Camp Roberts’ namesake, you
can send a check made out to the “Camp
Roberts Museum” and send it to us at
Camp Roberts Museum, 114 New
Mexico Ave., Camp Roberts, CA 934515000. Just mark the check for “Roberts
Flower Fund.” We seldom receive a
reply to this plea, but please--if you can-help in this tribute to our young hero for
next year.

Corporal Roberts’ grandmother’s home at
1001 Diamond Street (at 25th Street), San
Francisco, where Roberts spent his pre-teen
and teen years after his mother died and
before he joined the Army.

OUR backyard
BRICK PROJECT

A BRIEF UPDATE: As we mentioned in
the previous issue of the Bugle Call, for
some time now we have wanted to
improve the backyard picnic area at the
Main Museum. We’ve also often talked
over the idea of MEMORIAL BRICKS in
tribute to friends and loved ones. We
purchased three pallets of regular bricks
recently, and we’re currently waiting for
DPW to bring us a second pile of sand.
Then we will lay weed preventive cloth
down in areas that DPW earlier dug out,
then put in the sand, and then the bricks.
In conjunction with that, we plan to offer
MEMORIAL BRICKS to be permanently
installed in a location either in front of the
Main Museum or as part of a Memorial
Garden next to the picnic area. We may
also offer MEMORIAL TILES that are
larger than the bricks, to be installed on
the face of a cinder block wall along the
west side of the backyard picnic. The
primary planner on this project chose to
leave us for greener pastures, so now
that it’s fallen on the overloaded plates of
others it will take more time. We’ll have
to have some extra patience, and we’ll
also have to corral a few volunteers to
come in for an extra work day or few.
However, we are totally committed to
making it a reality as soon as feasible,
and we’ll keep you updated.

MUSEUM FUNDRAISER PLANNED
Corporal Roberts was trained as a driver of
Renault FT-17 tank. It was these tanks that
our Tank Corps used in World War I. He
sacrificed his life to push his fellow
crewman to safety when their tank slid into
an artillery crater filled with water. He had
previously served a tour in the Philippines in
the mounted Cavalry, and was 22 years old
when he perished in the Argonne Offensive.

We have plans for the Museum and
Sculpterra Winery to co-host a “Camp
Roberts Museum Day” on Saturday, 23
September. It will be a fund-raiser for the
museum, and will be held at Sculpterra
Winery and Sculpture Gardens in Paso
Robles. It will be a patriotic theme, with
plenty of displays, food, guest speakers,
and Monte Mills’ band. We will keep
updating you on this great event as we

get closer, via email! Everything we do to
preserve and relate the great history of
Camp Roberts—our exhibit construction
costs, archiving, etc., all cost money—
and we’re always just eeking out a living,
so to speak. Compared to some other
local museums, we have a small fraction
of their number of volunteers, and an
even smaller fraction of their finances.
So as a result we can’t buy space in
advertising or any other niceties. This
will be our first real fund-raiser. Mark the
date on your calendar and pass the word!

Museum
Board
ooff

Directors
Gary McMaster

Sergeant First Class (USA, Ret.)
Chairman and Curator

Dirk Hale

Sergeant First Class (USA, Ret.)
Vice-Chairman

Jan Grocott

Professional Accountant
Treasurer

Don Avery

Retired ASH Tradesman
Secretary

Douglas Baird
Colonel (USA, Ret.)
Advisor

John Scully

Colonel (USA, Ret.)
Advisor

Loren Weeks

Colonel (USA, Ret.)
Advisor

Warren Frankel, M.D.

Former US Army AAFES Medical Officer
Advisor

Tom Neill

Command Sergeant Major (USA, Ret.)
Advisor
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MUSEUM ANNEX
HOSTS “PHOTO OP”
FOR ANNUAL
AIDS/LIFECYCLE
BIKE RUN

A big salute to all who served in the
military during the Vietnam War! The
many young men who were drafted—
never even once questioning their duty-and the men and women who
volunteered, all gave up their civilian
freedom to risk their lives if needed, when
our government called on them! W e
have a nice exhibit on Vietnam in our
Main Museum, as well as the exhibit in
the Annex on the USN Riverine gunnery
training that took place at the camp and
the new ARVN Ranger mannequin.
We set up our Korean War Room during
the 50th Anniversary of that war, and
were an Official Partner with the
Department of Defense in that war’s
commemoration. We wanted to make a
special effort to give tribute to the almost
quarter of a million young men who
trained at this camp to fight in the Korean
War—often known at that time as “the
Forgotten W ar.” W e wanted it to be
remembered for all the sacrifice of so
many Americans! And now…
The Camp Roberts Historical Museum
is proud to be an Official Partner with
the Department of Defense in the
current ongoing commemoration of
the 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

Museum volunteer Jeff Mansfield and our
curator spent 6 hours in the hot sun (in
the 90s) at the Museum Annex on June
6th, supervising a "photo op" stop for the
AIDS/Lifecycle fundraising bike ride. It’s
an annual, fully supported, 7-day bike
ride from San Francisco to Los Angeles
to raise money and awareness in the
fight against HIV/AIDS.

Participants in the AIDS/Lifecycle Ride begin
to show up at the Museum Annex
That day was a leg of the ride that
brought riders from King City to Paso
Robles. Riders came in Gate 3 of Camp
Roberts, past the Museum Annex and out
Gate 4 on their way south to spend the
night in Paso Robles before the next leg
of their journey. We didn't know what to
expect, but it turned out that hundreds of
riders stopped to pose for pictures with
the tanks and other tracked vehicles in
front of the Annex. They all had a great
time, and some of them remarked that
our stop was the highlight of their whole
trip! Camp Roberts Commander Colonel
Nicole Balliet was even one of the
participants in the fundraising event.

VIETNAM WAR!

Cyclists pose on our iron (left), while the
Camp Commander leads a group south

A Trip South… ..

On the 2nd of June, The museum curator
set up a table for our museum at the
retirement dinner for outgoing Camp San
Luis Obispo Commander Col. Joseph
Righello at the CSLO Officers Club, and
museum volunteers Don and Jeff
trailered down our vintage Chinese antiaircraft gun for display at the entrance.

It was great to see so many in
attendance, including the TAG and COL
Geo. Robinson, former Camp Roberts
Commander. Big thanks to COL Weeks
for the invitation and for paying for our
dinner--big pork ribs, tri-tip, chicken
breast, beans, and salad. Yum!

Your Quarterly
Dose of Trivia:
Lyster’s Lister
So we put together this little vignette of
an Army mess cook with a little field
mess setup, including immersion heater
and wash cans, then Army retirees and
museum members Jim Overman and
Jere Hyde sent us a lister bag that we
hung in the exhibit. You notice how we
get used to calling things by their name,
but we never even think about how that
name came to be applied to the item?
We just take it for granted without giving
it a thought. So the trivia is this: How did
the lister bag, familiar to all soldiers
(especially us old ones), get its name?
Give up? Well, it comes from someone’s
family name. William John Le Hunte
Lyster (1869–1947) was a US Army
career surgeon in the Medical Corps.
Interested in the field of public health, he
began experiments in water purification
with the use of sodium hypochlorite. In
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1917, he introduced a rubber-lined heavy
canvas bag with a tight-fitting cover. A
dose of chlorine solution, added to the
water, effected purification within thirty
minutes. The Lister bag quickly became a
standard piece of army equipment and
was used extensively in both world wars.
A new museum coffee mug--one of the
latest items in our gift shop
An aerial view of Sculpterra Winery, where
the museum will set up a booth on July 4th
and have its Museum Day in September
Sculpterra is good enough to host the
event at their awesome winery and
sculpture gardens. The day will include
military vehicles and displays, live music
by Monte Mills and the Lucky Horseshoe
Band, food and drinks for sale, a silent
auction, raffle prizes, superb wine-tasting,
and other activities. So come by, meet
the museum staff and soldiers, and help
us celebrate the history of Camp Roberts
and the sacrifices of our military!

A lister bag was the last item added to our
little field mess exhibit in the Museum
Annex, thanks to museum members Jim
Overman and Jere Hyde!
We old soldiers remember how glad we
were to see a nice big lister bag full of
cool water set up for us so we could fill
up our canteens.

GIFT SHOP
NEWS!
You probably know that all of the
museum’s income is derived from
donations, a membership program, and
proceeds from the museum’s gift shop.
Well, the latest item to hit the gift shop
shelves is a new museum mug. W e love
the sharp and colorful graphics on the
newly designed mug, and it would be the
perfect addition to your morning wake-up!
The new design incorporates a photo of
the main museum, and tanks as well,
along with text, and these new mugs
promise to be even more popular with our
visitors!

Also new are several sets of plastic
soldiers, toy tanks (from small to large),
toy jeeps and Humvees, and other items.
The museum gift shop really needs to be
on your list of places to shop for gifts for
birthdays and Christmas! Our museum
logo t-shirts now come in tan as well as
red and dark blue, too. You’ll find many
items that you are not likely to find
anywhere else around here, and of
course every penny from the sale of
every item in the gift shop, including all
the interesting books written on the
history of the camp, goes to preserve and
relate the history of Camp Roberts!

“CAMP ROBERTS
MUSEUM DAY”
SCHEDULED FOR
SEPTEMBER AT
SCULPTERRA!
Be sure and put this on your calendar:
We’re going to have a fundraising event
at Sculpterra W inery in Paso Robles on
Saturday, September 23rd. A special
“CAMP ROBERTS MUSEUM DAY” will
coincide with three commemorative days
in September, Patriots Day, MIA
Recognition Day, and Constitution Day. It
will be a patriotic event, and a tribute to
our military.

SO LONG,
BATMAN!

This month, we said good-bye to
television’s iconic “Batman,” Adam West.
But few know that he once served in the
Army and was stationed just south of
here at our “little sister” camp, Camp San
Luis Obispo.
Adam was born William West Anderson
in Walla Walla, Washington in 1928. He
graduated from Whitman College there,
then got a job as a DJ on a local radio
station, probably due to his great voice.
He began thinking of a career in show
business, but in 1954 he was drafted into
the US Army, and trained for the Signal
Corps. He spent the next two years
starting up Army TV stations. His first
assignment was at Camp San Luis
Obispo.
In 2011, he told the Gary
McMaster, curator of our museum, he
remembered that, while working as a
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private at Camp San Luis Obispo, he had
a gruff supervisor by the name of
Sergeant Tate, who was constantly
chewing a cigar and looking over his
shoulder to make sure he was doing
everything right. He was later sent to the
home of the Signal Corps at the time,
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, and served
until 1958. After his stint in the Army, he
and his first wife traveled throughout
Europe until their money ran out, and
then ended up in Hawaii, where he got a
role on a children's TV show. In 1959,
they moved to Hollywood. Bill changed
his name to Adam West (his mother's
maiden name was West), and he began
landing roles in western films. After
seven years in Hollywood he was chosen
for the lead role in TV's new Batman
series in 1966, and starred in a Batman
major motion picture the same year. The
series was an enormous hit, and ran for
four years, with famous actors and
actresses beating down the doors to get
a guest spot in an episode.

Hmmm, we wonder if that big spotlight
used to signal Batman is perhaps stored
in one of the old warehouses at Camp
San Luis Obispo. Maybe Robin can tell
us. Holy Heaven, Batman—we’ll miss
you!

WARRIORS, WINE
AND WHEELS
On Saturday, June 17th, Gary, Don and
Jeff set up at the Allegretto Resort and
Vineyard in Paso Robles for the 2nd
annual “Warriors, W ine and W heels”
Father’s Day W eekend Passport event.
Proceeds from the event go to benefit
veterans and active military, through the
Atascadero VFW post.

Volunteer Jeff Mansfield at our information
booth, in front of the Alligretto Resort (Jeff
belongs to the VFW Post that runs programs
that will benefit from the event)

William (Adam West) Anderson, AKA
Batman, during his hitch in the Army at
Camp San Luis Obispo
He was severely typecast after his
successful run as Batman, and he
regretted it for a long time, since it greatly
hindered his career.
However, he
managed to stay busy acting in motion
pictures, taking guest roles on many
other television series, and in voiceover
work on some animated series. In time,
he totally embraced the Batman cloak
that he could never shed, and he
appeared at many celebrity shows.
Beginning in 2000, he made regular
appearances in television's animated hit,
Family Guy, as the lunatic Mayor of
Quahog.

A $20 “passport” was participants’ ticket
to fun and complimentary tastings at 20
amazing north county eastside wineries,
and allowed them to get up close and
personal with unique "wheels," including
race cars, vintage cars, classic cars, and
military vehicles on display at each
location.
Don and Jeff trailered our
popular Chinese 60mm anti-aircraft gun
to the resort, and Gary set up an
information booth.

Although it was brutally hot that day (over
100), we got the word out to a lot of outof-towners about our museum, sold a few
items, and got a few dollars donated.
Our curator also talked with the lady who
heads the consortium of local wineries
about donating some silent auction items
for our Camp Roberts Museum Day
coming up in September at Sculpterra
Winery.

In Closing…

The California National Guard's 1-18th
Cavalry Regiment and the U.K.'s HAC-Honourable Artillery Company--wrapped
up a two-week multi-national exercise on
June 14th at the historic Camp Roberts
Soldier Bowl with a Cavalry tradition
called a "Spur Ride."
The HAC Band
came from London to perform at the
camp as well as giving concerts in
southern California.
WE ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS ! We are always
In need of MORE volunteers to help us with
our many duties and projects. If you
would like to volunteer,, please contact us.

Yours for History,
T
Thhee M
Muusseeuum
m’’ss
A
Allll--V
Voolluunntteeeerr SSttaaffff

Comments and inquiries can be directed to
the Editor at bydandforever@msn.com

A family visiting our wine country and
staying at Allegretto stops by to let their
daughters operate our mid-century Chinese
anti-aircraft gun

Give us a rating on YELP and
TRIPADVISOR! We’re listed under
things to do in the San Miguel area.
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For anyone receiving this newsletter who is not currently a member of the Museum Foundation, we urge you to send
in a membership application now if you are interested in supporting the Museum, as membership fees are likely to
increase soon. Please print this page and send it in with your check for the appropriate amount.

CAMP ROBERTS HISTORICAL MUSEUM FOUNDATION

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
I would like to become a member of the Camp Roberts Historical Museum Foundation and help to
preserve the legacy of Camp Roberts and the soldiers who have served there.
NOTE: Please complete this form, check the type of membership you desire below, and send this completed
application, along with a check for the appropriate amount, to:
Camp Roberts Historical Museum
Building 114, New Mexico Avenue
Camp Roberts, CA 93451-5000
NAME:

___________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE/S:

__________________________________________ EMAIL: _________________________________

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
Individual Membership
Family Membership

($15 per year) ___________
($25 per year) ___________

Annual Corporate Membership ** ($200 per year)

___________

LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Individual Life Member

($100)

___________

Group Life Membership *

($200)

___________

Individual or Group Life Patron * ($500)
Corporate Life Membership **
Corporal Roberts Honor Roll

___________

($1,000) ___________
($5,000 and above) __________

All members will receive a membership card and a subscription to the museum’s Bugle Call newsletter. Your email address
will NOT be shared with anyone else, but it will allow us to email you the Bugle Call in color and keep you informed. The
names of Life Patrons and Corporate Life Members are inscribed on a large plaque displayed prominently in the Camp Roberts
Museum. All Life Members receive a special certificate. All Life Patron, Corporate and Honor Roll Members receive a
special individual plaque as well as having their names inscribed on the large perpetual plaques in the Main Museum. * The
definition of “group” in this sense is a civic or business club, fraternal or military/veterans organization, or reenactment group.
** Any association or business, for-profit or non-profit, is eligible for this tier of membership.
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