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The front of our Main Museum.  Our 
complete complex constitutes the 

largest Army Museum in California!  
Quite appropriate, considering the 

camp was originally the largest Army 
basic training installation in the  

United States of America! 

 

 
Spring 
MMMUUUSSSEEEUUUMMM   NNNEEEWWWSSS   

                           ………fffrrrooommm   ttthhheee   CCChhhaaaiiirrrmmmaaannn   
   

Well, the hectic holidays are over and our 
area has been receiving plenty of the rain 
that we have so desperately needed for 
so long.  The hills on and around Camp 
Roberts are such a lush emerald green, 
you’d almost think you were in Ireland. 
 
We’ve continued to put together some 
new exhibits for visitors to the “Camp 
Roberts Experience” to enjoy.  We’re also 
in the planning stages on some additional 
exhibits that will change and further 
enhance that experience.   
 
We have received a couple of new 
memberships during the last quarter. The 
board positions are filled to include a 
new, professionally-qualified treasurer, 
and we have a new advisor to our Board 
as well. 
 
I have been asked more and more to 
present my Camp Roberts history lecture 
to civic organizations throughout the 
Central Coast, which I am most happy to 
continue to do.  I gave a presentation to 
the American Legion Post over in 
Cambria, on the coast, and before that, to 
a large group of Rotary members at the 
Madonna Inn in San Luis Obispo.  I have 
a presentation scheduled to give to the 5 
Cities Rams group down in Oceano, and  

 
 
 
one for a Kiwanis club that will meet at 
the Paso Robles Culinary Institute.  I 
drive to and from all these events at my 
own personal expense (but the free lunch 
is nice!).  It’s just great to get out and let 
more and more people know about our 
museum and about the long and 
important role that Camp Roberts has, 
and continues to have, in our nation’s 
defense.   
 
Besides going out and spreading the 
word, I have, as usual, been keeping 
busy personally handling most of the 
museum correspondence and office files: 
putting together all the museum’s 
exhibits, plus improving, enlarging and 
managing them; operating the entire 
membership program including updating 
our roster, printing membership letters 
and certificates and mailing them out, 
and having plaques and nameplates 
engraved and sent out; writing and 
distributing the entire newsletter, 
including finding and taking photos and 
composing text, e-mailing and USPS 
distribution; chairing all meetings and 
taking, typing up and distributing the 
minutes in lieu of a working secretary; 
doing the initial write-up of items that are 
donated to the museum; selecting and 
buying all items for resale in the museum 
gift shop; writing books on the camp’s 
history and having them printed for sale 
in the gift shop; making sure that a flower 
arrangement is placed on Corporal 
Roberts’ grave in France each memorial 
Day weekend; helping to set up history 
displays in other camp buildings; 
updating Facebooks that I set up on both 
the Museum and Corporal Roberts; and 
attending meetings with other museums 
and historical societies, Chamber of 
Commerce meetings, and mixers to 
interface with local business leaders.  If it 
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This electronic bulletin is published by the 
Camp Roberts Historical Museum for 
informational purposes only.  Use of any 
information, written or photographic, is 
prohibited without the written consent of 
the Board of Directors of the Museum.  
Any views expressed in this publication 
are not meant to reflect those of the 
Command, NGB or the US Army.  
Comments and requests for information, 
etc., should be directed to: 
 

CCAAMMPP  RROOBBEERRTTSS  HHIISSTTOORRIICCAALL  MMUUSSEEUUMM  

111144  NNeeww  MMeexxiiccoo  AAvveennuuee  

CCaammpp  RRoobbeerrttss,,  CCAA  9933445511--55000000  

  

((880055))  223388--88228888  ((DDuurriinngg  OOppeenn  HHoouurrss))  

EEmmaaiill::  ccrrmmiillttmmuuss@@ttccssnn..nneett  
   

 
CAMP ROBERTS HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
BLDG. 114 
CAMP ROBERTS, CA  93451-5000 
 
(805) 238-8288 (During Open Hours) 

Email crmiltmus@tcsn.net 

hhee  CCaammpp  RRoobbeerrttss  
HHiissttoorriiccaall  
MMuusseeuumm 

Building 114 
Camp Roberts, CA 93451-5000 
 
E-mail: ccrrmmiillttmmuuss@@ttccssnn..nneett 

Phone/Fax: (805) 238-8288 
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all sounds like a lot of work at home and 
running around, well….it is!  
 
Fortunately, I have a group, albeit small, 
of dedicated and honest fellow volunteers 
who love Camp Roberts and its history as 
I do, and are just great at carpentry, 
landscaping, and painting.  They also like 
to work on our historic vehicles, as well 
as hosting, and, very importantly, taking 
care of the whole money end of things. 
 
Although we have never received a 
single dime or an ounce of help through 
official channels above or outside the 
camp itself, we feel very fortunate and 
appreciative that the Commanders and 
Staff of Camp Roberts have always 
recognized the importance of preserving 
and relating the awesome history of this 
installation, and have always been 
extremely supportive! 
 
With your help, we will continue to run 
this museum operation to the best of our 
ability.  However, putting together the   
exhibits and all the other things that have 
to be done to make this place run do not 
come free.  We operate completely on 
the work from us volunteers, from 
proceeds from our museum gift shop, 
dues from our membership program, and 
from any and all donations received from 
individuals and organizations.  We are 
fortunate to have some members who 
have been consistent in their generosity, 
and we are so thankful to them for their 
belief in us.  Hopefully, we will continue to 
make the “Camp Roberts Experience” 
better and better.  You can join us in this 
common goal by getting a friend or 
relative to join our membership program, 
or sending a financial donation.  You can 
also come by and purchase something 
from our gift shop—we take plastic now 
as well as greenbacks!  And tell your 
friends about the museum, bring your 
relatives for a visit, or try and arrange a 
group tour by the members of your 
favorite club or civic organization.  We’ll 
be happy to see you!   
 
Our thoughts are still with one of our 
wonderful volunteers, Anne Kemp, who is 
still recuperating from her recent back 
surgery!  We can’t wait to get her back! 
(No pun intended). 
 

                      GGaarryy  MMccMMaasstteerr      
                                  MMuusseeuumm  CCuurraattoorr  aanndd        

                                  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  CChhaaiirrmmaann  
  

  

  
  

AA  BBiigg  SSaalluuttee  ttoo  
oouurr  NNeeww  MMeemmbbeerrss!!  

 
We are proud and happy to introduce new 
members of the Camp Roberts Historical 
Museum Foundation in our newsletters.  

Membership support is always needed to 
help us preserve the long and illustrious 

history of Camp Roberts!  
 

LLLIIIFFFEEE   MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRRSSS   
 

STEVEN W. TABER 
Nevada City, California  

 
Steve is a retired US Air Force Senior NCO, 

and we are happy to have welcomed him 
aboard as a new Life Member last quarter, 

and thank him for his support! 
 

WILFRED SALMON, JR. 
Lincoln, California  

 
Mr. Salmon visited us recently and was so 

impressed that he decided to support us by 
becoming a Life Member to help us   

preserve Camp Roberts’ great history!  
 

AAANNNNNNUUUAAALLL   MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRRSSS   
 

JIM HENSLEY 
Port Hueneme, California  

 
We are happy to welcome Jim as our 
newest Annual Member.  He loved his 

recent visit to the museum and wanted to 
join us! 

 
Memberships are a major source of income 

for the Museum.  Annual: $15, Life: $100, 
Group Life: $200, Patron: $500, Corporate 

$1,000, Honor Roll $5K or more.  Every cent 
of your dues goes to support your 

Museum!  A special large perpetual plaque 
in the front room of the Main Museum lists 

all of our Museum Corporate Sponsors.  
These levels of support are much needed, 

and help greatly in our mission. 
 

 
 

 

NEW EXHIBIT ON 
THE 40TH DIVISION 
IN THE SO. PACIFIC 

DURING WWII 
 

 
 
A WWII Japanese soldier and two WWII Japanese 
towed guns make up the central part of this new 

exhibit in our Museum Annex 
 

The State Military Reserve’s “Military 
Heritage Command” recently allowed us 
to have two WWII-era artifacts--a 
Japanese anti-tank gun and a Japanese 
mountain gun—that had been just sitting 
in a warehouse down at Camp San Luis 
Obispo.  We felt that they would be best 
utilized if they were incorporated into a 
meaningful exhibit.  The central theme of 
it is the combat service of California’s 40th 
Infantry Division in the South Pacific 
during World War II. 
 
You probably know that during WWII 
Camp Roberts was the Army’s largest 
basic training installation, and that upon 
completion of their training a great many 
of our soldiers were sent to the South 
Pacific to fight the Japanese.  Also, the 
40th Infantry Division--traditionally the 
state’s main National Guard Division--
fought Japanese forces in the South 
Pacific as well.  The division had been 
mobilized in March of 1941, in response 
to the war already raging in Europe, and 
were stationed at Camp San Luis Obispo, 
30 miles south of here.  Over the 
decades, Camp Roberts has been a main 
training site for most elements of the 40th 
Division.   
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Here follows the whole story of their 
valiant South Pacific service, and while 
the source is unclear we thank whoever 
researched this historical information. 

The Division’s 40th Tank Company, from 
Salinas, was soon sent from Camp San 
Luis Obispo to the Philippine Islands, and 
became Company C of the 194th Tank 
Battalion.  That battalion, made up of 
National Guardsmen from California, 
Minnesota, and Missouri--along with the 
26th Cavalry Regiment (Philippine 
Scouts)--were the covering force during 
the retreat to the Bataan Peninsula.  
When Bataan fell, these brave 
Californians, along with other US Army, 
Philippine Scouts, and Philippine 
Commonwealth Army soldiers, were part 
of the “Bataan Death March” and the 
subsequent imprisonment and slavery.  
Many elements of the 40th Division were 
assigned in 1941 to defensive and 
security positions over a 350,000 square 
mile area that stretched from Southern 
and Central California to Yuma, Arizona 
and Salt Lake City, Utah.  They dug in 
and prepared for what was thought to be 
the inevitable Japanese invasion of the 
West Coast! 

In April 1942, the division moved to Fort 
Lewis, Washington for further training 
and preparation for overseas service.  On 
25 July, they got orders to move to Camp 
Stoneman, California.  By 8 August, the 
men of the division boarded a troop ship, 
arriving in Hawaii the following month and 
taking up defensive positions on the outer 
islands.  In July 1943, the division moved 
to positions on Oahu. In October, with the 
threat of a Japanese invasion passing, 
the 40th engaged in jungle and 
amphibious training, in preparation for 
offensive operations. During December, 
the division moved to Guadalcanal for 
further training and limited combat 
patrolling, enduring muddy conditions, 
swamps, and malaria.  Now part of the 
1st Marine Amphibious Corps, the 
division moved to Cape Gloucester on 
New Britain Island to relieve the 1st 
Marine Division on 23 April 1944.  The 
40th conducted combat operations until 
late November, when relieved by the 5th 
Australian Division.  The 40th then 
assembled at Borgen Bay and departed 
New Britain on 9 December 1944 for their 
next objective, the Philippines. 

The 40th Infantry Division landed in the 
Lingayen area of Luzon on 9 January 

1945.  It was followed up with another 
landing at Bamban.  While opposition 
during the first landing was light, Bamban 
was a different story.  The division battled 
the main Japanese force in the Bamban 
Hills and many other areas of the 
Philippines until it was relieved by the 
43rd Infantry Division in March. The 
division then left Luzon and conducted 
unopposed landings on Paney Islands.  
They conducted combat operations in 
those islands and next moved to Los 
Negros Island, where it conducted 
multiple landings with little or no 
opposition.  The division regrouped on 8 
April for an attack on the Japanese forces 
in the Negritos-Patog area.  The division 
attacked the next day and immediately 
they ran into stiff resistance and 
counterattacks.  In addition, torrential 
rainstorms made air support impossible.  
Organized resistance ceased on 31 May 
and the 40th moved to the Otag-Santa 
Barbara-Taguan area for rehabilitation 
and training.  The division was there 
when the war ended.  But while the 
shooting had stopped, the 40th's mission 
did not end.  On 22 September 1945 the 
division arrived in Korea at the port of 
Inchon to take up occupation duties in 
that country.  They remained in Korea 
until March 1946 when they returned to 
Camp Stoneman on 6 April 1946 and 
were deactivated.  When it was all over, 
the 40th added three more streamers for 

the divisional colors:  BISMARCK 
ARCHIPELAGO, SOUTHERN 
PHILIPPINES, and LUZON. 

 

Japanese Imperial Army uniforms, WWII 

Also making up this landscaped exhibit 
that our Curator put together are two 
original “Good Luck” flags, a framed 
Army series print signed by survivors of 
the Bataan Death March, a large original 
Japanese “meatball” flag, a reproduction 
WWII Japanese “sunburst” flag, and a 
40th Division insignia in wood that 
originally hung in the 40 CSG (DISCOM) 
Headquarters in Balad, Iraq during their 
deployment in 2005-2006.   
 
Good Luck flags were a traditional gift for 
Japanese servicemen deployed during 
World War II. The flag given to a soldier 
was a national flag signed by friends and 
family, often with short messages wishing 
the soldier victory, safety, and good luck.  
The Japanese call their country's flag 
hinomaru, which translates literally to 
"sun's circle" (referencing the red circle 
on a white field).  When it was signed, the 
characters were usually written vertically, 
and radiated outward from the edge of 
the red circle.  This practice is referenced 
in the second term, yosegaki, meaning 
"sideways-writing." The Japanese phrase 
hinomaru-yosegaki can be interpreted as 
"To write sideways around the red sun", 
describing the appearance of the signed 
flag.  For the military man stationed far 
away from home and loved ones, the 
inscribed flag offered communal hopes 
and prayers to the owner every time the 
flag was unfolded.  It was believed that 
the flag, with its many signatures and 
slogans would provide a combined force 
or power to see its owner through tough 
times.  They were often taken by U.S. 
soldiers from Japanese combat 
casualties as war souvenirs, as they 
could be easily carried off. 
 

 
    

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hinomaru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanji
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MAJOR EXHIBIT 
HEADS NORTH 

 

 
 

Our exhibit of Soviet soldiers operating a 
ZPU-1 anti-aircraft gun in Afghanistan 

  

IInn  aapppprreecciiaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  SSttaattee  MMiilliittaarryy  

RReesseerrvvee’’ss  MMiilliittaarryy  HHeerriittaaggee  CCoommmmaanndd  

ggrroouupp  ffoorr  aalllloowwiinngg  uuss  ttoo  hhaavvee  tthhee  

JJaappaanneessee  WWWWIIII  ttoowweedd  gguunnss  ttoo  ddiissppllaayy  

pprrooppeerrllyy  iinn  oouurr  mmuusseeuumm,,  wwee  ddiidd  aa  llaarrggee  

ffaavvoorr  ffoorr  tthheemm..    YYoouu  mmaayy  kknnooww  tthhaatt  aa  ffeeww  

yyeeaarrss  aaggoo  tthhee  SSttaattee  MMiilliittaarryy  MMuusseeuumm  iinn  

SSaaccrraammeennttoo  wwaass  ddoonnee  aawwaayy  wwiitthh  aafftteerr  aa  

lloonngg  aanndd  nnaassttyy  ppoolliittiiccaall  aanndd  lleeggaall  bbaattttllee  

bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  AAddjjuuttaanntt  GGeenneerraall  aanndd  tthhee  

ggrroouupp  tthhaatt  rraann  iitt..    WWeellll,,  nnooww  tthhee  mmiilliittaarryy  

ssiiddee  hhaass  ffiinnaallllyy  ddeecciiddeedd  ttoo  ttrryy  aanndd  ssttaarrtt  aa  

mmuusseeuumm  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn..    TThheeyy’’vvee  

aapppprroopprriiaatteedd  aann  oobbssoolleettee  aarrmmoorryy  iinn  

SSaaccrraammeennttoo  aanndd  ppllaann  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  tthhee  

bbuuiillddiinnggss  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthheemm  mmoorree  hhaabbiittaabbllee..    

TToo  ssppuurr  iinntteerreesstt  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthheeyy  ppllaann  ttoo  

hhaavvee  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  tteerrmm  aa  ““ssoofftt  ooppeenniinngg””  iinn  

tthhee  nneeaarr  ffuuttuurree..    WWee  aaccqquuiieesscceedd  ttoo  llooaann  

tthheemm  tthhee  eennttiirree  eexxhhiibbiitt  ppiiccttuurreedd  hheerree,,  tthhaatt  

rreepprreesseennttss  SSoovviieett  ssoollddiieerrss  iinn  AAffgghhaanniissttaann  

wwiitthh  aa  RRuussssiiaann  aannttii--aaiirrccrraafftt  gguunn..    TThhee  

eennttiirree  eexxhhiibbiitt,,  ppuutt  ttooggeetthheerr  bbyy  oouurr  CCuurraattoorr  

aabboouutt  aa  yyeeaarr  oorr  ssoo  aaggoo,,  iinncclluuddeess  tthhee  gguunn,,  

UUSS  AArrmmyy  ppoosstteerrss  oonn  SSoovviieett  wweeaappoonnss,,  ttwwoo  

mmaannnneeqquuiinnss  ccoommpplleetteellyy  oouuttffiitttteedd  iinn  SSoovviieett  

uunniiffoorrmmss  aanndd  eeqquuiippmmeenntt,,  aammmmoo  bbooxxeess  

wwiitthh  rreepprroo  SSoovviieett  llaabbeellss,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  iitteemmss..  

  
The entire exhibit around and including 
the Soviet-era ZPU-1 anti-aircraft gun 
was dismantled by the Curator and 
trucked up to Sacramento last month to 
be displayed there on what they agreed 
will be for 6-8 months. We know this will 
save them a lot of work and hope their 
visitors enjoy it.  We wish them luck, and 
will try to assist them with uniforms and 
items as we are able, offering guidance 
from our long and successful experience 

here at the Camp Roberts Museum if 
they're willing to accept it. 

  

MMuusseeuumm  
CChhaanncceelllleerryy 

 

 
 

TThhee  CCaammpp  RRoobbeerrttss  

HHiissttoorriiccaall  MMuusseeuumm  
  

BBooaarrdd  ooff  CChhaanncceelllloorrss 

 

Lieutenant General 

Herbert Temple 
Former Chief of the 

National Guard Bureau 
 

Colonel 

 Douglas Baird 
Advisor to the Foundation Board  

of Directors and Former National Guard 
Commander of Camp Roberts 

 

Caspar Weinberger, Jr. 
Son of the late 

Secretary of Defense 
 

Arlin Weinberger 
Daughter of the late 
Secretary of Defense  

 

Captain 

 Dale Dye 
Actor and highly-decorated USMC Vietnam 

Veteran 
 

The Museum’s Board of Chancellors is 
dedicated to the support of the Museum, to 

the long and proud history of Camp 
Roberts, and to the men and women who 

have, do and will train here.  We are proud 
of their support and to have them represent 

us in the world arena. 
 

 
 

MMMUUUSSSEEEUUUMMM   
SSSPPPOOONNNSSSOOORRRSSS   

  

WWee  ccoouulldd  nnoott  ddoo  wwhhaatt  wwee  ddoo  ttoo  

ccoonnssttaannttllyy  mmaakkee  tthhee  MMuusseeuumm  bbeetttteerr  iiff  

iitt  wweerree  nnoott  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ffiinnaanncciiaall  ssuuppppoorrtt..    

IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  vviissiittoorr  ddoonnaattiioonnss,,  tthhee  

mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  pprrooggrraamm  aanndd  pprroocceeeeddss  

ffrroomm  oouurr  ggiifftt  sshhoopp,,  wwee  rreellyy  oonn  mmaajjoorr  

ffiinnaanncciiaall  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss..  
 

CCCPPPLLL...   RRROOOBBBEEERRRTTTSSS      

HHHOOONNNOOORRR   RRROOOLLLLLL    
 

RRRooonnn   &&&   JJJaaaccckkkiiieee   BBBrrrooooookkksss    

 

CCCOOORRRPPPOOORRRAAATTTEEE   

SSSPPPOOONNNSSSOOORRRSSS 

 

112266tthh  MMeeddiiccaall  CCoo  ((AAAA))  AAlluummnnii  

LLooyyaa  EElleeccttrriicc  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,,  IInncc..  

BBooaattmmaann’’ss  FFuurrnniittuurree  CCeenntteerr  

JJiimm  CCaammaarriilllloo  IInnssuurraannccee  SSvvccss..  
WWWWIIII  RReesseeaarrcchh  &&  PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn  SSoocc..  

CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  HHiissttoorriiccaall  GGrroouupp  

MMrr..  JJaayy  LLeennoo    

SSccuullpptteerrrraa  WWiinneerryy  
 

LLLIIIFFFEEE   PPPAAATTTRRROOONNNSSS 

 

RRoobbeerrtt  TTrriipppp,,  BBGG  ((UUSSAA  RReett..))  

LLiilllliiaannee  TTrriipppp  ((MMrrss..  RRoobbeerrtt  TTrriipppp))  

DDoouuggllaass  BBaaiirrdd,,  CCOOLL  ((UUSSAA  RReett..))  

PPaauull  KKrruummhhaauuss,,  CCOOLL  ((UUSSAA  RReett..))  

CChhaarrlleess  EE..  BBoouurrbbeeaauu,,  CCOOLL  ((UUSSAA  RReett..))  

LLTTCC  TTaazziioo  BBuucccciiaarreellllii,,  UUSS  AArrmmyy    

EErrnneesstt  MMccPPhheerrssoonn,,  CCWW44  ((UUSSAA  RReett..))  

JJaacckkiiee  CCoolllliinnss,,  CCSSMM  ((UUSSAA  RReett..))  

JJoohhnn  RReeeessee,,  CCSSMM  ((UUSSAA  RReett..))  

LLoouuiiss  JJuurriicciicchh,,  SSGGMM  ((UUSSAA  RReett..))    

LLeeww  DDeeppeeddrroo,,  11SSGG  ((UUSSAA  RReett..))  

GGaarryy  MMccMMaasstteerr,,  SSFFCC  ((UUSSAA  RReett..))  

WWiilllliiaamm  DDuupprreeee  

RRoossssii  &&  SSccootttt  HHiigghhllaanndd  

JJooaann  HHuusssseeyy  

LLeeRRooyy  MMoossiinnsskkii  

MMiillddrreedd  MMuuggggeellbbeerrgg  

HHeennrryy  CC..  SSeettttllee,,  JJrr..  

SSeerrggeeaannttss  MMaajjoorr  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  

CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  

WWiilllliiaamm  TThhoommaass  

HHoowweellll  TThhoommaass    

KKeellllaann  TThhoommaass  

JJoohhnn  TT..  GGrriiffffiitthh  

AAaarroonn  AAllmmaann  
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SSSpppeeeccciiiaaalll      
DDDooonnnaaatttiiiooonnnsss   

 
 

Our sincere thanks to the following 
individuals, groups and businesses 

for their significant donations: 
 

MARCIA MUGGELBERG AND 
WILLIAM JONES 

Paso Robles, CA 
For their generous donation of  

$100.00 
 

The Museum is an official non-profit 
501(c)3 organization with the State of 

California, so your donation is tax-
deductible.  You are urged to donate now 
so that you’ll be able to claim it on your 

taxes next year!  The Museum’s tax-exempt 
number is 20-8312452. 

 

YYoouu  ccaann  ffiinndd  aa  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  

ffoorrmm  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhiiss  nneewwsslleetttteerr..    LLiiffee  

MMeemmbbeerrss  rreecceeiivvee  aa  ssppeecciiaall  cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  iinn  

aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ccaarrdd..  LLiiffee  

PPaattrroonnss  aanndd  CCoorrppoorraattee  MMeemmbbeerrss  aallll  rreecceeiivvee  

aann  iinnddiivviidduuaall  ppllaaqquuee  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  hhaavviinngg  

tthheeiirr  nnaammee  eennggrraavveedd  oonn  aa  llaarrggee  ppeerrppeettuuaall  

ppllaaqquuee  iinn  tthhee  mmaaiinn  rroooomm  ooff  tthhee  MMaaiinn  

MMuusseeuumm  aanndd  bbeeiinngg  lliisstteedd  iinn  eeaacchh  iissssuuee  ooff  

tthhee  BBuuggllee  CCaallll..    

  

A “GO FUND ME” 
APPEAL 

   

   
   

Our volunteer Don Avery decided to set 
up a “Go Fund Me” page to try and raise 
money for the restoration of our Korean 
War-era Half-track.  This is the vehicle 
restoration project that seems to be a 
veritable “never-ending story.”  It’s not 

from lack of desire to accomplish the 
restoration, or God forbid a lack of money 
put into the project over the last ten 
years, but rather a lack of institutional 
knowledge and expertise.  Of late, 
volunteer Ron Hysell has been the lead 
worker on the engine, and lo and behold 
it was brought to the point just the other 
day that it actually turned over!  That was 
very important, as now that we know the 
engine is okay we can proceed on 
restoration of the chassis.  However, it 
won’t come easy or free.  If enough funds 
can be raised through the Go Fund Me 
site, a lot of the work can be hired out to 
those with the knowledge and experience 
to get it done right. 
 
If you would like to help fund this 
restoration, which is very important to us, 
you can donate at the following site: 

https://www.gofundme.com/restor
ation-project-crhm  
 

 SSSOOOMMMEEE   OOOFFF   OOOUUURRR   

MMMAAANNNYYY   IIINNNTTTEEERRREEESSSTTTIIINNNGGG   

VVVIIISSSIIITTTOOORRRSSS………   
   

   
   

Members of the Early Ford V8 Club of 
Atascadero visited us in January, bringing 

several of their lovely old cruisers. 
 

 
 

On a Saturday in January, we were pleased 
to host a visit from members of the 63rd 

ARCOM Recruiting Command’s annual 
reunion.  It was coordinated by LTC 

Overman (USA, Ret.), a senior executive 
with NBC, and a Life Member and dedicated 

supporter of our museum.  

 
 

Second Battalion of the 23rd Marines 
wanted their group photo in front of our 

Museum Annex during their recent 
Corporals Course!  We get all kinds of troops 
here, and the greatest times for us are when 

troops get a chance to go through our 
exhibits and learn from history! 

 

 
  

……aanndd  tthheenn  tthhee  BBrriittiisshh  aarree  uussuuaallllyy  hheerree,,  

aass  RRooyyaall  AArrttiilllleerryy  ssoollddiieerrss  iinn  rreesseerrvvee  uunniittss  

ssttaattiioonneedd  iinn  EEnnggllaanndd’’ss  SSaalliissbbuurryy  PPllaaiinnss  

aanndd  SSoouutthheerrnn  WWaalleess  ccoommee  oofftteenn  ffoorr  

ttrraaiinniinngg  oonn  uunnmmaannnneedd  aaeerriiaall  vveehhiicclleess..    IItt’’ss  

eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinntteerreessttiinngg  ffoorr  tthheemm  ttoo  ggeett  uupp  

cclloossee  aanndd  ppeerrssoonnaall  wwiitthh  AAmmeerriiccaann  

vveehhiicclleess  aanndd  hhiissttoorriicc  wweeaappoonnss  ssyysstteemmss..  

  

  
  

HHeerree,,  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  RRooyyaall  AArrttiilllleerryy  llaaddss  ttrryy  

oonn  tthhee  CCoobbrraa  aattttaacckk  hheelliiccoopptteerr  aanndd  

CChhiinneessee  aannttii--aaiirrccrraafftt  gguunn  ffoorr  ssiizzee..    TThheeiirr  

CCSSMM  aanndd  ootthheerr  ssttaaffff  hhaavvee  ggiivveenn  uuss  iitteemmss  

ffoorr  oouurr  eexxhhiibbiittss,,  aanndd  wwee  lloovvee  iitt  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  

vviissiitt  tthhee  mmuusseeuumm..  
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UU..SS..  AArrmmyy  CCoorrppoorraall  

HHaarroolldd  WW..  RRoobbeerrttss  

 
 

"Time will not dim the glory 
of their deeds." 

                                      --General John J. Pershing 
 

Flowers have once again been ordered 
from a florist in France to be placed upon 
Corporal Roberts’ grave on Memorial Day 
weekend for the annual observance.  His 
gravesite is maintained by the American 
Battle Monuments Commission, and 
there is still, after almost a century, a 
tribute ceremony at the Meuse-Argonne 
American Cemetery that includes French 
and U.S. soldiers, local dignitaries, and 
bands, on Memorial Day, and Veterans 
Day as well.  We should have a photo to 
share with you in our next newsletter of 
the flower arrangement on the grave of 
our young hero.   
 
If you would like to help with this annual 
tribute to Camp Roberts’ namesake, you 
can send a check made out to the “Camp 
Roberts Museum” and send it to us at 
“Camp Roberts Museum, 114 New 
Mexico Ave., Camp Roberts, CA  93451-
5000.  Just mark the check for “Roberts 
Flower Fund.”  Please help us to keep 
the wonderful tribute going year to year. 
 
We know that the Army and Congress felt 
something special for this young hero, as 
they named the Army’s largest basic 
trainng installation after him, although 
traditionally all the other forts and camps 
have been named after Generals.  Camp 
Roberts has the distincion of being the 
only major Army installation ever named 
after an NCO or enlisted soldier.  You 
can read all about Corporal Roberts in 
the story of his life--The Ultimate 
Sacrifice—written by our Curator and 

available in the Museum Gift Shop.   

AAA   SSSAAADDD   GGGOOOOOODDDBBBYYYEEE   

TTTOOO   “““CCCAAAMMMPPP   

RRROOOBBBEEERRRTTTSSS’’’   

SSSWWWEEEEEETTTHHHEEEAAARRRTTT”””   

   

 
 

Lovely and talented Debbie Reynolds 
entertained our wartime soldiers at Camp 
Roberts so often during the 1950s that she 
was dubbed “Camp Roberts’ Sweetheart” 

   
Our sincere condolences go out to the 
family of Debbie Reynolds, who 
entertained tens of thousands of Camp 
Roberts soldiers during her career. 
Nineteen-year-old film starlet Debbie 
Reynolds first came to Camp Roberts to 
headline her own show in 1951, at the 
beginning of the Korean War. After that, 
she came back so many times to perform 
shows that she was dubbed “Camp 
Roberts’ Sweetheart.” An accomplished 
actress, singer and dancer, she was one 
of the most popular pin-up girls for 
Korean War-era soldiers.  
 
A native of El Paso, Texas, Debbie 
achieved fame in 1952, co-starring with 
Donald O’Connor and Gene Kelly in 
Singin’ in the Rain. Top Hollywood stars 
played to a packed house on Sunday 
afternoon, May 6, 1951, when Reynolds, 
comedian and actor Keenan Wynn, and 
Benay Venuta entertained soldiers and 
their families at the Camp Roberts Sports 
Arena. The all-star cast, supported by 
pantomime artist Fred Clark, pianist 
Randy Rayburn, and Wynn’s beautiful 
wife, brought an action-packed hour and 

a half of hilarity and song with a generous 
seasoning of vaudeville slap-stick that 
delighted the appreciative audience. 
Debbie Reynolds held an extra interest in 
that appearance, since her brother, 
Private William O. Reynolds, was a 
trainee of Company A, 77th AIB and also 
in the audience. Acting as Master of 
Ceremonies was Arthur Loew, actor and 
heir to the Loew theater and 
entertainment empire. Following the 
show, Keenan Wynn and Debbie 
Reynolds visited Corporal Richard Bartel 
in the Camp Roberts Hospital where he 
was recovering from a skull fracture 
incurred in a fall while arranging props for 
the show. The cast had appeared at 
Camp Roberts en route to Hollywood 
from a noon engagement at Travis Air 
Force Base, and appeared through 
arrangements with Camp Roberts 
Special Services. Reynolds was 
scheduled to appear at Camp Roberts 
with an Army Emergency Relief show on 
Saturday, March 15, 1952, but it was 
rained out by torrential downpours. 
However, the delightful Deb fulfilled her 
promise to “do a show if I have to swim” 
when she arrived unheralded on 
Tuesday, April 1st, to do two sensational 
performances.   
 
The Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer starlet then 
arrived with an entertainment troupe from 
Fort Ord to put on a big show in Theater 
No. 1. Her troupe consisted of seven 
talented young men of Special Services 
who had rushed down from the “by-the-
ocean” camp where they had just finished 
several other shows. The show opened 
to the musical downbeat of Norman 
Brown’s drumsticks. Privates First Class 
Bob Hunter and Carl Fortina added a 
touch of talented piano and accordion 
respectively to complete the rhythm-
tapping trio. Private Dick Robinson of 
television harmonica fame raced through 
the scales of a foot-long harmonica to 
produce a beautiful interpretation of 
“Lady of Spain” and encored with an old 
favorite, “Peg of My Heart.” Another video 
star who was fast growing in popularity 
on the San Francisco TV screens before 
he was called to the services was Private 
First Class Jack Washburn. Jack’s 
dramatic baritone voice rolled out 
“There’s Gonna Be a Great Day” and the 
enchanting “That Old Black Magic.” 
Adding comedy and zest to the show was 
Master of Ceremonies, Private Dick 
Patterson, who introduced each number 
with the enthusiasm of a college 
cheerleader. With such quips as “you 
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know what Camp Roberts is...a 
graveyard with lights,” the Fort Ord 
emcee jumped through satires of TV 
commercials, sang an impersonation of 
“Mr. Emotion” himself, Johnny Ray, and 
literally clowned the audience into 
hysterics. Private First Class Rudy 
Render, known at Ord as “Mr. 
Personality” proved he was worthy of the 
title by his piano and vocal rendition of 
“Run Boogie.” Stepping from background 
music into the center spotlight, Private 
First Class Carl Fortina brought his 
accordion to the mike to give his rhythmic 
interpretation of the popular Latin dancing 
song, “Tico, Tico.” The final contribution 
to Fort Ord’s part of the program was a 
vocal duet composed of Rudy Reader 
and Jack Washburn, dressed in fatigues, 
steel helmets and cartridge belts. The 
Camp Roberts Parade article covering 
the show in the next issue was headlined 
“Sweetheart of the Infantry!--Pert 
Princess of Pulchritude Provides 
Pulsating Program.” An excerpt from the 
article in the Camp Roberts Parade (June 
26, 1952) related... 
  
“Debbie Reynolds, who has appeared as 
guest star four times in Camp Roberts’ 
performances, is planning another 
appearance in the near future. No date 
for her performance has been set, but 
plans are well under way to bring Debbie 
back again. Besides her four 
appearances here in the last year and a 
half, the vivacious star has visited Camp 
Roberts’ hospital patients numerous 
times without publicity. Also in that space 
of time, Debbie has appeared at least 
once at every military installation on the 
west coast, bringing with her such stars 
as Keenan Wynn and Howard Keel. Her 
eagerness to entertain servicemen can 
best be represented by her appearance 
here last March.”  Members of her troupe 
from Fort Ord, in addition to Fortina, 
Hunter, Rader, Patterson and Washburn, 
were Norman Brown and Dick Robinson. 
Reynolds went on to prove she could 
carry films on her own, too, like Tammy 
and the Bachelor and The Unsinkable 
Molly Brown.  
 
Debbie's future first husband, Eddie 
Fisher, was also stationed at Camp 
Roberts during the Korean War. After his 
basic training at Fort Hood, Texas, he 
was sent to Camp Roberts for awhile, 
then on to serve in Korea. He was a 
singer with Special Services. Our curator 
got to meet Debbie Reynolds in Burbank 
a few years ago, and states that the 

diminutive lady appeared to be always 
busy, bubbly and very appreciative of her 
fans. Our hearts go out to the family and 
close friends of "Camp Roberts' 
Sweetheart"--a real trooper, and a unique 
and talented Hollywood star who will 
always be remembered! 
  

MORE IRAQ & 
AFGHAN VET 
POSTINGS! 

  

 
 

In our Afghanistan Exhibit in the Museum 
Annex, our curator put up a bulletin board 
awhile back for soldiers to tack up a post 
if they served in Afghanistan or Iraq. It 
took awhile, but it started to catch on. We 
recently ran out of room, so he just added 
another, larger, board so that our soldiers 
can post more in the following months!  
We are so grateful to our many National 
Guard soldiers who sacrifice so much 
these days in being mobilized into harm’s 
way so often!  So many of them have 
served in Afghanistan 2, 3 and 4 times.  
We have seasoned soldiers nowadays, 
and those who wear the uniform and 
have never served in the danger zones 
are few and far between.  To all those 
soldiers, male and female, of every rank 

and background, we salute you for 
bravely fulfilling your common duty of 
serving in dangerous overseas missions! 
 

THE DOCTOR is 
in! 

 

 
 
We are happy to announce that Dr. 
Warren Frankel has recently joined us as 
a fourth Advisor to our Board of Directors.  
Dr. Frankel is a local M.D., with his 
practice in Templeton.  He was born and 
raised in New York City, and served in 
the US Army as a Field Grade Officer 
and examining physician at the AFEES 
(Armed Forces Entrance & Examination 
Station) on Wilshire Boulevard in Los 
Angeles.  He has practiced here locally 
for decades, and is also the owner of one 
of the largest and finest wineries in Paso 
Robles, located out on Linne Road.  He 
relates that when he was young he did 
some traveling in Europe with friends, 
and while visiting Oslo, Norway, was very 
impressed by the many sculptures of 
Gustav Vigeland in Frogner Park.  Fast 
forward to decades later when he 
decided to grow grapes and build a 
winery, having one of his sons run it, and 
he decided that he would have a 
sculpture park of his own.  Today, the 
amazing sculpture gardens and other art 
at Sculpterra draw visitors from far and 
wide.   
 
Dr. Frankel is also a co-founder of a 
volunteer organization called His Healing 
Hands, which organizes and manages 
Christian medical missions to points 
overseas.  He has given free treatment to 
the less fortunate in India, Indonesia, 
Haiti, Africa, Ethiopia, and many other 
places all over the globe.  He has also 
been very generous to this museum in 
allowing us to set up our booth at his 
annual Independence Day celebration at 
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Sculpterra, where he stages an event 
filled with patriotism and music for the 
public, with him and his staff serving up 
hot dogs, apple pie and ice cream, snow 
cones, and other treats—all free to 
visitors.  He then presents the museum 
with a significant financial donation.  As a 
former Army officer, he respects and 
supports the military, and we feel very 
fortunate to have him working with our 
board!      
 

 
 

Dr. and Mrs. Warren Frankel riding their 
horses on their ranch in Paso Robles 

  

KIDDIE CORRAL 
 

On a recent visit to one of Scotland’s 
regimental Army museums—the Gordon 
Highlander Museum in Aberdeen—our 
curator noticed an area where young 
people (and old as well, really) could try 
on regimental uniforms from different 
eras, stand in front of a backdrop, and 
have their photos taken (or take a selfie).  
He thought it was a great idea, so when 
he came back he got everyone busy on 
it.   
 

 
 

What emerged is a contained dress-up 
area where different uniforms—US Army 
of different eras, Navy, Iraq Army, British, 
etc., plus all types of helmets and other 
headgear—can all be tried on and 
modeled.  We haven’t gotten the back-
drop done yet, as we need to find an 
image that is suitable and with enough 
definition that it can be enlarged into a 4 
by 8-foot mural.  

 
 

Some resin mock-ups of weapons can be 
held as well. Let us know if you have any 
ideas for the backdrop image.  A couple 
of days after the “corral” was completed, 
fate brought by an RV group of families 
with several young children, all at the 
same time.  By the time the kids had tried 
on most of the uniforms and run around 
chasing and yelling at each other, our 
new Kiddie’s Corral of uniform items had 
definitely gotten broken in!    
 

Scouts Out ! 
 

A vintage Boy Scout was recently added 
to our BSA exhibit in the Museum Annex.  
The exhibit contains a lot of vintage BSA 
items and many photos of Boy Scouts at 
Camp Roberts over the decades.  Also 
included is the cornerstone from the first 
Boy Scout lodge built by soldiers here for 
the Scouts back during World War II.  We 
have been hosting Scout groups since 
soon after the camp’s completion.  Often, 
when a group does a camp-out here we 
try and get a group photo to add to our 
exhibit.  Our curator ran the National 
Guard Explorer Post headquartered at 
the San Diego Armory years ago, and our 
Museum founder, Al Davis, was also a 
Scout leader.  We believe that the BSA is 
a great opportunity, just as organized 
sports are, for youngsters to develop 

teamwork and socialization within an 
organized framework of regulation and 
discipline. 
    

 
 
 

Buy A Brick… 

OUR MEMORIAL 
BRICK PROJECT 
 

 
 
For several years now, we’ve wanted to 
have a Memorial Brick Project where 
people could buy a brick engraved in 
tribute to a veteran or to honor their own 
service in support of the museum.  Now, 
as part of our backyard project we have 
purchased three pallets of regular bricks.  
Our backyard was ravaged by gophers 
over the years, and although it did make 
a decent picnic area for guests, those 
gophers and a large mulberry tree that 
necessitated frequent raking and pruning, 
made a lot of extra maintenance for us.  
Now, we’ve had the tree removed, had 
Public Works backhoe the yard, and a 
large section will be filled with sand, then 
bricks laid.   
 
In conjunction with that, we will offer 
MEMORIAL BRICKS to be permanently 
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installed in a location either in front of the 
Main Museum or as part of a Memorial 
Garden next to the picnic area.  We also 
plan to offer MEMORIAL TILES that are 
larger than the bricks and will be affixed 
permanently to the face of a block wall 
along a perimeter of the back garden 
area.  Details on the project will go out in 
a special announcement to all of you 
soon! 

Camp Roberts’ 
MEDAL OF HONOR 

RECIPIENTS 
 

 
 

Corporal Roberts is not the only Medal of 
Honor recipient that we celebrate at the  
Camp Roberts Museum.  Eight soldiers 
who were trained at Camp Roberts in 
World War II were also awarded our 
nation’s highest award for combat valor.  
The curator just designed and put up an 
exhibit in the Main Museum on all of 
them.  They are Joseph T. Martinez 
(Taos, New Mexico) KIA 1943; Floyd K. 
Lindstrom (Holdrege, Nebraska) KIA 

1944; Jose M. Lopez (Santiago, 
MEXICO) Died at age 94 in 2005; John 
F. Thorson (Armstrong, Iowa) KIA 1944; 
Truman O. Olson (Christiana, Wisconsin) 
KIA 1944; Harold G. Kiner (Enid, 
Oklahoma) KIA 1944; Keith L. Ware 
(Denver, Colorado) KIA 1968; and Robert 
D. Maxwell (Boise, Idaho).  At age 96, 
Mr. Maxwell, who now lives in Bend, 
Oregon, is currently the eldest living 
Medal of Honor recipient. 

 

BBBoooaaarrrddd   
ooofff   

DDDiiirrreeeccctttooorrrsss   
 

GGaarryy  MMccMMaasstteerr  
SSeerrggeeaanntt  FFiirrsstt  CCllaassss  ((UUSSAA,,  RReett..))  

CChhaaiirrmmaann  aanndd  CCuurraattoorr  

  

TToomm  TTaayylloorr  
RReettiirreedd  CCiivviill  EEnnggiinneeeerr  

FFiirrsstt  VViiccee--CChhaaiirrmmaann    

  

JJaann  GGrrooccootttt  
PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  AAccccoouunnttaanntt  

TTrreeaassuurreerr  

  

DDiirrkk  HHaallee  
SSeerrggeeaanntt  FFiirrsstt  CCllaassss  ((UUSSAA,,  RReett..))  

SSeeccoonndd  VViiccee--CChhaaiirrmmaann      

  

DDoonn  AAvveerryy  
RReettiirreedd  AASSHH  TTrraaddeessmmaann  

SSeeccrreettaarryy    

  

DDoouuggllaass  BBaaiirrdd  
CCoolloonneell  ((UUSSAA,,  RReett..))    

AAddvviissoorr  

  

JJoohhnn  SSccuullllyy  
CCoolloonneell  ((UUSSAA,,  RReett..))  

AAddvviissoorr  

  

LLoorreenn  WWeeeekkss  
CCoolloonneell  ((UUSSAA,,  RReett..))  

AAddvviissoorr  

  

WWaarrrreenn  FFrraannkkeell,,  MM..DD..  
FFoorrmmeerr  UUSS  AArrmmyy  OOffffiicceerr  

AAddvviissoorr  

  

WWee  aarree  AALLLL  vvoolluunntteeeerrss!!    WWee  aallwwaayyss    

nneeeedd  MMOORREE  ffeellllooww  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  ttoo  hheellpp  uuss  iinn  

oouurr  mmaannyy  dduuttiieess  aanndd  pprroojjeeccttss  ..    IIff  yyoouu  

wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  vvoolluunntteeeerr,,  ccoonnttaacctt  uuss  !!    

CLOSING REMARKS… 
 

Just as this issue of the Bugle Call was 
being completed, we received an annual 
membership and a donation in memory of 
CSM DICK WHITWORTH, a former 

Command Sergeant Major for the 63rd 
ARCOM Recruiting Command, who 
recently passed through heaven’s gates.  
VOLNEY L. WILLETT, of Coarsegold, 

California, became an annual member of 
the Museum again, and Life Patron 
JAMES OVERMAN of Encino, California 

donated $100--both in CSM Whitworth’s 
memory.  We thank these individuals, 
and have been told that others have been 
asked to donate to our museum as a 
tribute to CSM Whitworth, who was much 
loved and respected by those who knew 
him and worked with him.  
 
Finally, we are still in the 50th Anniversary 
Commemoration of the Vietnam War.  
Please, if you know a soldier who 
participated in that war, please thank him 
or her!  HONOR SACRIFICE!    
 

 
 

YYoouurrss  ffoorr  HHiissttoorryy,,  
  

TTThhheee   MMMuuussseeeuuummm’’’sss   

AAAllllll---VVVooollluuunnnttteeeeeerrr   SSStttaaaffffff   

 
 

Comments and inquiries can be directed to 
the Editor at bydandforever@msn.com  

 

 
 

You can also rate us on YELP 
and TRIPADVISOR! 
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For anyone receiving this newsletter who is not currently a member of the Museum Foundation, we urge you to send 
in a membership application now if you are interested in supporting the Museum, as membership fees are likely to 
increase soon.  Please print this page and send it in with your check for the appropriate amount.   

 

CAMP ROBERTS HISTORICAL MUSEUM FOUNDATION 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

I would like to become a member of the Camp Roberts Historical Museum Foundation and help to 
preserve the legacy of Camp Roberts and the soldiers who have served there. 
 

NOTE:  Please complete this form, check the type of membership you desire below, and send this completed 

application, along with a check for the appropriate amount, to: 

 

Camp Roberts Historical Museum 
Building 114, New Mexico Avenue 

Camp Roberts, CA  93451-5000 

 

NAME:    ___________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:  _________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

TELEPHONE/S:    __________________________________________   EMAIL:  _________________________________ 

 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

 

Individual Membership    ($15 per year)  ___________  
 

Family Membership    ($25 per year)  ___________ 

 

Annual Corporate Membership **  ($200 per year)  ___________ 

 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

 

Individual Life Member    ($100)   ___________ 

 

Group Life Membership *   ($200)   ___________ 

 

Individual or Group Life Patron *  ($500)   ___________ 

 

Corporate Life Membership **   ($1,000)  ___________ 

 

Corporal Roberts Honor Roll     ($5,000 and above)  __________ 

 
All members will receive a membership card and a subscription to the museum’s Bugle Call newsletter.  Your email address 

will NOT be shared with anyone else, but it will allow us to email you the Bugle Call in color and keep you informed.   The 

names of Life Patrons and Corporate Life Members are inscribed on a large plaque displayed prominently in the Camp Roberts 

Museum.  All Life Members receive a special certificate.  All Life Patron, Corporate and Honor Roll Members receive a 

special individual plaque as well as having their names inscribed on the large perpetual plaques in the Main Museum.   * The 

definition of “group” in this sense is a civic or business club, fraternal or military/veterans organization, or reenactment group.  

** Any association or business, for-profit or non-profit, is eligible for this tier of membership.     


